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deſires ſtirred up to chooſe it as thy chiefeſt 
treaſure, and then where thy treaſure is, thy. 1 


about it, according to the Word o 


. w 
Ek defign of the following Trestilg se 
thy Spiritual Advantage, that by di. 
playing the Heavenly Glory to the eyes ofth þ 
mind, thou mayeſt have thy- affections ane 
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heart will ſoon be alſo: And perhaps here is 3 


much ſaid to engage thy affections as has been 


any where written upon this ſubject ; and 
which, thro' the Divine Bleſſings. may beget . 

in thee thoſe breathings after the happiness 
here deſcribed, which may iflue.in thy eternal: 


_ fruition of it. It does not indeed E NY 


t (forizdoer of 
not yet appear what we ſhall be) but it gives 
ſuch adeſcriptian of it as the Divine Oracles-* : 7 
will warrant; ſhewing wherein the nature f 
our happineſs does chiefly conſiſt, and refal- - 
ving the. moſt abſtruſe and curious queſtions 
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give a graphical deſcription thereof 


— 


2 


of the ſoul, by which it flies towards Heaven, 
I doubt not but the devout ſoul will here find 
thoſe attractives that will inſenſibly draw it 
tllither: For what can more engage our af- 
fections than tke deſire of beholding that 
bright Eternal Excellency, who is altogether 

| Defires; and whom the Church deicribes as 
| fairer than the Children of Men! And, if he 
was ſo in the days of his humiliation, how 
much more glorious is he on the Throne, 
being Crowned with Glory and Honour, as the 


1 


| : Apoſtle to the Hebrews fpeaks? 


But altho' glorious things be ſpoken of the 
City of God, which is repreſented to us as an 
Eternal Excell-ncy, and the Joy of many Gene- 
rations; yet, after the largeſt deſcriptions, we 

ſhall be forced to. acknowledge, when we 

come to Heaven, what the Queen of Sheba 


| = did when ſhe {aw the glory of Solomon, that 


the half has not been told us, 


However, there is enough to engage our 


hearts and raviſh our affections, and to make 
us cry out with David, How amiable are thy 


* Tabernacles, O Lord of Hofes! But as Love 
and Defireccarty. us after that which we ap- 
prchend to be amiable and lovely, ſo fear is a 

- Paſſion of the ſoul whereby it flies from and 


ids whatever it apprehends to ee 
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Heaven to draw the others to it. Here you 


themſelves eternal miſeries. Here you may 


many ſea- marks, to warn others to avoid 


Tote R EA DER oy | 
this paſſion works as ſtrongly in ſome ſouls, 
as love and deſire does in others. And to 
theſe, the Viſions of Hell may be as uſeful to 
affright them from it, as the, Viſions of 


may, as it were, lay your ears to the Mauth ' 
of Tophet, and hear the doleful Lamentations © ? 
of thoſe loſt Wretches, that through a vain 
purſuit of ſinful pleaſure, have brought upon 


fee how they too ſoon lament thoſe torments 
it is too late to help; and theſe ſhould, to all 
wiſe conſidering perſons, be looked on as ſo 


the-like deſtruction, 


The Author to. the Hebrews tells us, that 
Noah being moved with fear, prepared an A 
to the ſaving of his Houſe; and if the fear of 
the Torments of Hell (which are here fa 7 
lively deſcribed ) move any ſouls to get inte 
the Ark, Chriſt Jeſus, and ſo avoid the 
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Nor let any one be ſtumbled, that this is 
delivered 5 ſumilitude of a Viſon; for 
ſo long as the truths herein conveyed are c 
ording to the true Analogy of Faith, the 
dreſs in Which they are put may be very well 
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diſpenſed with, I have done herein like the | 


phyſicians, who put their phyſick in ſome 
_ pleaſant vehicle, to make it go down the eaſier 


with their patients; and ſince the Way to 
Heaven has been ſo taking, under the ſimili- 
tude of a Dream, why ſhould not the Jour- 


ney's End be as acceptable under the ſimili- 
tude of a Vifon? Nay, why ſhould it not be 
more acceptable, ſince the End is preferable 
to the Means, and Heaven to the Way chat 
brings us thither. The Pilgrim met with 

many difiiculties, but here they are all over; 

all ſtorms and tempeſts here are huſh'd 1 in 
nlence and ſerenity 


Let us ſtay no longer here then, but mount 


thither upon the Golden Wings of Faith and 
Love; For lo, the winter is paſt ; the rain is 
"over and gone g the flowers appear on the earth ; 

co lime of the ſenging o, birds is come, and the 


voice of the turtle is heard in our land; yea, the 


bleſſed Bridegtoom of our Souls calls to US, 
dieſe, my. Love, my Fair Oxe, and come away, 
Wh hich Reader, that thou mayeſt make haſte 
to ie is 5 the deſire and n 
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themſelves that there is none; and then they 
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AEDESSEELELERESSSSSSSSOSSSHINIGELRSS 2 I 
© THE, INTRODUCTION, _ — 
7 HEN wicked and profligate perſons 2 
YY. have gone. on- in a cuurſe of fn to 
that degree that they can ſcarce hope for par- 
don, and find they have reaſon to fear the 
juſt Judgment of God for their ſins, they 

begin atirſt to wiſh that there was ro God 


to puniſh them, which they think their in- . 
tereſt; and fo by degrees come to perſuade 


ſet themſelves to ſtudy for arguments to back 5 L 
thei dn, and pr. obe what 1 205 are — 3 


8. The World To Come: Or, 


to believe. It with one of * ſort of brutes 0 


(for they are ſcarce worthy of the name of 
men) that I had the unhappineſs to be ac- 

| quainted, who would be continually incul- 
| cating me, that there was neither God nor Devil, 
Heaven nor Hell, and that thoſe things were 
only the politick inventions of ſuch as were 
willing to keep the world in awe; uft (ſays 
he) as we talk of bug-bears to affraghten children, 
It was not without horror and trembling that 
I firſt heard this diſcourſe, and therefore I 
| uſually left him when he began upon theſe 
topicks; but his ſpeaking of them to me ſo 
often, at laſt prevailed with me to conſider 
what grounds he had for what he ſaid, and 
from this time I found my mind perplexed 
E withſomuchtroubleand darkneſs that I could 
> Hardly bear up under it, for I knew not how 


to make Gut, to my own ſatisfaction, thoſe | 
- . truths, "which before appeared to me ſelf-evi- 

dent. TI could not think there was no God 
but with the greateſt horror; yet I called in 


have parted with my hopes of heaven, to have 
been made heir of all the world; and yet I 
queſtioned whether there was any ſuch place 
br ſtate; and I began to doubt whether there 
Was any Hell, and yet at the ſame time 
thought I found the flames of it flaſhing in my 
| face, Thus was my mind diſtracted with ap- 


queſtion the truth of his being. I wduld not 
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Vifons of Heaven and H.. 


parent contradictions, and I found Twasinyoly- | 
ed in a labyrinth of confuſion, ont of which I * 
had nocluetoextricate myſelf: In this perplex- 
ed condition I went to my falſe friend, to ſee 
what comfort he could adminiſter to me ; 
( which was like Saul's going to the Witch of 
Endor, when God had forſaken him) but 
what he ſaid did more confound than -fatisfy 
me. He indeed laughed at my fears, pre- 
tended to pity my weakneſs, and ſeemed to 
hug himſelf in the freedom and liberty which 
he enjoyed. He told me he was never mo- 
lefted in the proſecution of what he bad to 
do, by the frightful mormo's of a Future 2s 
or an after-reckoning ; that nature was the 
great miſtreſsofthe univerſe, and th atthercfore” 
he followed her dictates; and that all the care. 
he took was ſo to live here, that when bis duſt 
ſhould be next impregnated, it might Es into 
ſome delightful ſpecies of Beings : : Which 
would likewiſe, in a great meature, be Owing 
to the place ofhisbunal; foriſhe were burie 
inachurch or laid in a vault, it was poſi ble 
his duſt night be turned into ſpiders, tœads, 
or ſerpents; and therefore he deſigned to pe. 
buried in a field or garden, if he could, that - 
there is aſhes might ſpring up in eurwus and 35 
3 flowers, which was the utmoſt 
appineſs he could propoſe to himſelf; and 
ſad be ward well ſatisfied to find all thoſe 5 
ſpirits 


tzhey continually ran in my mind; 1 wiſhed a 2 


1 Tie World To Cone: Ot. | | 


fp irits and powers he was now oſſeſſed of, 
pomp in the variegated Lewes nature: 
And further he affirmed, that for aught he 
knew, in the various metempſychoſis ofnature 
he might, ſome ages hence, again impregnate 
2 —— body, A he n he had done 
many ages paſt. 
I then ge, the Scriptures 8 all this 
unintelligible [ſyſtem but he exploded that, as 
being only the engine h which politick men 
broughtabouttheir defigns; and that to prove a 
Deity by the Scriptures, was the ſame thing 
2s to prove the Divine Original of the Scrip- 
tures by the Being of a . which was 
= «dem per idem. 
* Theſe diſcourſes of his putting me ſtill on i 
further doubts, I became ſo uneaſy that my 
life was a burthen to me; I dreaded to be left 
to the belief of thoſe curſed notions, and yet 


thouſand times I had never heard them, and 
yet they were ever before mg: What, ſaid I | 
to myſelf, is all my hopes o heaven nothing 1 
but a vain chimera? Have I ſerved God for $ 
nothing? Or rather have fancied one, when 
there is no ſuch Being ? It is impoſſible to 
tell the agonies 1 felt, upon my giving way to 
ſuch thoughts as theſe, which {till with greater g. 
forte aſſaulted me, until at laſt I was hurried © 
* the — Fick of 1 Why 
* Hhould I 


Hife, and to wy the truth of all things? 
Upon this, I took a reſolution to deſtroy. 


: myſelf, and in _ thereunto, went out one 

” HPnorning to an adjacent wood, where I in- 

. to act this i Hood) tragedy, which, ass Þ 

a was about to E 3 methought I heard: 5 

5 Þ ſecret wither, bo 0 Epenetus, plunge, - _ 

w_ hoſe in e "miſery to gratify thy 

* i _ worſt enemy; that fatal ſtrote thou art 

SB out to give, feals up thy own LEED ; for: 

1 ** be a GOD, as fure there ts, how can 

Fou hope or mercy from hum, when. you thus wil. 
ly deftroy his image? From whence this- 

MN (Fcret wiſper came, 1 knew not, but do be- 

4 Seve it was from God; for 1 am ſure it came _ 

-" With ſo much power, it made me fling-away , 4 

'*® Ne inſtrument which I had deſigned to offer 

4 Polence to my on life, and ſhewed me in 

1 moment the wickedneſs thereof. The hor-- 

Pr of this barbarous intention ſet all px 

95 Fints a trembling, that I could hardly ſtand : 

tor chen the fatal precipiceof my deſigned de- 

zen ructian was repreſented to me in that fright : 

5% Wl view, that I could not but acknowledge 

A 1 y dpliyerance to be the work of ſome 1 = _— 
8 and Spirtual Power, that came ſo ſea- 


Viſions of Heaven and Felt. 12 


Ffhould I linger thus, thought I; W 
YDefpair and Hope; Is it not better, ſaid I 
Ito myſelf, to put a period to this * 


7 


CONE 85 n ang * — N 9 


12 Tie World To Tome: J 


me to return him thanks; ſo 1 Mees dows: 
upon the ground, and ſaid, | 
O thou Inviſible Eternal Power, which; tht U 
unſeen 4 Y man, beſoldeſt all his actions, and who: f 
haft now withheld me from the defacing of thine 
' emage, I give thee humble thanks ; Yes, O thou {| 
Sovereign Being of all Beings, I give thee thanks ||| 
that I am ſtill alive, and able to acknowleag ethers 
is ſuch a Being : 0 do net lnde tnyſelf 75 be= | 
holding, in ſuch Wk + of 2 but lee 
_ the Sun of Clory .. on me, and chaſe away | 
the blackneſs of my _ 7125 foul, that I may ne- 
ver more queſt ion thy Being or Omnipotence, whack, | 
I have had this moment fo great experience cf. 
Then riſing from my knees, I went and ſat 
me down upon a bank, my mind being great- 
ly taken up with the adoring thoughts of 
that Eternal Goodneſs that had ſo eminently 
| ſaved me from the dreadful gulph of Ever- 
laſting Ruin, when I was juſt going toplunge 
_ myſelf into it. And now methought I cou at 
not but admire that I ſhould be ſo ſottiſh to 
call in queſtion the being of a Deity, which 
every creature was a witneſs of, and whieh 2 
man's on conſcience, more than a thouſand 
witneſſes, could not but dictate to him. 
Now hilft my thoughts were taken uf 
with theſe meditations, as I ſatupontheban 
I I was ſuddenly ſurrounded with a Gloriouf 
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. fach as I had never ſeen ary thing like it 
Idee. This both ſurprized and aiased fi“, 
4 ] and whilft I was worlderity fern whenee t 
0: eame; I fa coming towards me a Glorious 
6 Appearance, repreſenting the perſon of a mart, 
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„but circled round about with lucid beams of 
ks \IinexpreffibleLightand Glory, whichſtreamed 
from bim all. the way he came; his counte- « | 
X MF nance was very aweful, and yet mixed with __ 
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lan To Which he replied, both with an air of 
majeſty and mildneſs, Pay thy adorations tothe. 
Aiitho# of y being, and not tb me; too um thy 
ron e, tee ed an; font by hem, ee very 
eee thow le fo tuichy denied, to frog thee fr 
rea falling dr that Qernal ruin, whereanto thorn ert 
Ving to preagitate thy felt. B This 
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. World To Come. Or, 
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my own unworthineſs, that my ſoul even 


| melted within me, and I could: not forbear | þ 
crying out, O how utterly unworthy am Fg 2 * 10 


C/: grace and mercy 2. 
To which the heavenly meſſenger reply'd, 
The divine majefly does not confult, in 2 


mercy, thy unw¾orthingſe, but As own un- 


bounded goodneſs and incomprehenfe fo lle love He © 


| Jaw with how much make the grand enemy of fouls | 
defured thy ruin, and let him go on with, hopes. of * 


overcoming thee, but ftull upheld thee by hits my 1 


power ; throug th which, when Satan thought im- 
felf moſl. ft hg the ſnare is broken, and thou art 
efcaped. Tele words made me break fond. | 
in this extatic rapti re: 1 


0 _ the depths of this great love c can tel, 
Jo fave a tempted finking ſoul from ell! 
© O glory, glory to my Sauiour's name, 

* Pl now. through aft eternity proclaim 7 
Who when J on the brink of ruin lay, 


Sabv'd me from him who would my ſoul betray | p | 


And now 1 now, tho* I no. God would own, 


The LORD is GOD, yea, Hes GOD by | 


Ang. Well, Fg this . Allen with | 
_ a plea ed countenance, that your may, never 
&oubt any more of the reality: of | eternal lings, 
the _ of ” 8 to 88 ig 50 comaniy Ge; | 
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This touch'd my heart. le ſuch aſenſe of | 4 
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1 1; FR truth'of them; not by faith 640% but by. 
= fight" alſo : For I will ſhew you. ſuch things as 
pf were never yet beheld by mortal eye ; and to that 
i end, your eyes fhall be ſtrengthened, and made 
Fitting to behold immaterial objects. 
ng At theſe ſurprizing words of the angel, 1. 
u. vas much aſtoniſhed, and doubted how 1 #® 
FJ ſhould be able to bear it; and ſaid to him, 
0, * Lord, rr 15 os Nane to bear A 3 F 
4 fight 9, 8 E 
F To which he te The Joy of the Lord i. 
IJ fall be your ſtrength. And when he had ſaid' 3 
I thus, he took hold of me and ſaid, Fear nt, 
ff for I am e to ſhero thee things thou haft not 
een before I was aware, T found my- 
- il far far 55 the earth, which ſeemed to 0 
'Fa very ſmall and inconſiderable point; in 
of compariſon of that Region of Lights. into 
which I was tranſlated.. A. 

: Then I faid to my bright Conduct, 0 wil 
PR | Jet it not offend my Lord, 1 I aſk a queſtion % 
. Yor two of the. | 
Io which he AL [ORE on: It is 5 
„ Imy work to inform thee of ſuch things 5 

| ky Fay: mou ſhalt enquire of me: For I ama 
ith © Miniſtring Spirit, ſent forth to miniſter to oj 
Iches, and to thoſe that hall be "Heirs: of "IN 
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then faid, I wouth Kain be informed | 


you * Lond that dark ſpot, ſo far below me, is: 
} BY which 
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„ m ru 1 e . 
ll whick grew lefs and leſs, as I was moprited. 1 
higher and higher, and appears much darker | 
F HtinceI came into this Region of Light. | | 
| That little ſpot, anſwered my Conductor, |} 
that now looks fo dark and contemptible, is 
that world of which you were ſo lately an 
' inhabitant: Here you may ſee how little all | 
that world appears, for a ſmall part of which, 
ip many do unwearicdly labour, and lay aut 
all their ſtrength and time to purchaſe it. 
This is that ſpot of Farth that is cantoned 
and ſubdivided into ſo many kingdoms, to 
Purchaſe one of which, bo many horrid - ' 
and nefandous villanies, ſo many bloody 
and unnatural murders have been committed. 
| Yea, this is that ſpot of Earth, to obtain one 
ſmall part thereof ſo many men have run the 
hazard of loſing. nay „have actually loſt, cheir 
precious and immortal ſouls; ſo precious that 
the Prince of Peace has told us, That though 
aue man could gain the whole, it would not coun- 
tervail fo great & loſs. And the great reaſon, 
of cheir folly is, becauſe they do not look to 
things above! For, as you well obſerved, aa 
| you aſcended nearer to this Region, che 
World appeared ſtill leſs, and more contemp> }F. 
tible; and fo it will do ta all whq ean, bhß 
Faith, once get their hearts above it. For 
could the fons of men below, but ſee the 
world jult as it ds, hey would n commer.” | 
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| Vifions of Heaven and l. | 


gd as they now do: But they, alas! are in a 
* ftate of darkneſs; and, which 1s worſe, 
key love to walk therein. For tho the Prince 
ls of Light came down amongſt them, and 


plainly ſhewed them the true Light of Life 
{ (which by his Miniſters, he ſtil continues) 
| yet they go on in darkneſs, and will .not 
bring themſelves unto the light, becauſe 
their deeds are evil. 1 | 5 
Ehpenetus. I aſked him further, What were 
thoſe multitudes of black and horrid forms, 
that hover in the air above the world? Which 
I indeed ſhould have been much afraid of, 
bat that I ſaw, as you paſſed by, they fled 3 _ 
perhaps as not being able to abide that 
brightneſs with which you are arrayed, * 

Ang. To this he anſwered me, They. 
were the fallen and apoſtate ſpirits, wi-ich 1 
for their pride and their rebellion, were cat © 
down from Heaven, and wander in the air 
by: the decree of the Almighty ; being bound 
in chains of darkneſs, and kept unto the 
Judgment of the Great Day. And from 
thence they are permitted to . deſcend into 
the world, both for the trial' of the Ele&t, 1 
and for the condemnatjon of the Wicked. 
And though you new ſee they have black 
and horrid forms, yet were they the Sons of 
Light, and were arrayed in Robes of Glori- + 
ous Brightneſs, like what you ſee me wear. 
— +. 0 The 
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1 . The loſs of which,” though ir was the effect 
pf their own will] fin, fills tem with rage 


und bad no tempter; and they were all at 


1 n me wo To Come: os, 


end malice againſt the Ever: bleſſed God, | 
whoſe power and majeſty they fear and hate: þ 
But hatin loſt.their Innc cence and Glory, 
they fly tos ſpirits thai nave kept their { 
Station, and ſtill continue their Obedience 
to their Great Creator; in which they are ; 
confirmed by the Bleſſed Son of God. = 
 £Epen. But, tell me, ſaid I, O my happy | 
Conductor, have they no hopes of. being 
reconciled to God again, after ſome term ot 
time, or at kaſt ſome of them? 
Ang. No, nat at all, faid he, tey are loſt | 
for ever: They were the firſt that finned | 


once caſt down from Heaven. Beſides, the 
Son of God, the Blefled Meſtah, by whom 
- alone, Salvation can be had, took not upon 
_ the angelick nature, but left the apoſtate if 
ngels all to periſh, and only took upon hime I. 
| fel the Seed of Abraham. And for this rea- 
ſon they have fo. much malice againſt the 
ſions of men, whom it is a torment to tham | 
d fee made Heirs of Heaven, whilſt they | 
| are doomed to hell. 
; By this time we were got above the Suns 
whoſe vaſt and glorious body, above an hun- 
- _dred. times greater than the Earth, mov- 
ed round the great 3 wherein it was 
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. that ſmall ſpace of time, we call an hour. 


mighty globes of fixes, we call the fixed Stars, 


| leſs wonderful; whoſe vaſt and extreme 


252 — 


dut His Word that firſt ereated them, e 


Oredbar; and ef eee, | 


UE 
placed, with ſuch a mighty fwiſtneſs, that to | | 


relate it, would appear incredible. But mx 


Conductor told me, this mighty immenſe 
hanging globe of fire, was one of the great  * 
works of God, and of fo. ſwift à motion, itt 
moved above a hundred thouſand miles in 


And yet it always keeps its conſtant courſe, © 
and never has the leaſt inegulazity in its di- 


wrnal, or its annual motion 2 And ſo exceed - a 


ing glorious in its body, that had not oy = 1 
vive faculty been greatly ſtrengthened, 11 
could not have beheld it: Nor were thoſe 


height, ten thouſand leagues at leaſt, above 1 


dhe Sun, makes them appear like candles ia 
our ſight, though every one of them exceeds 


in magnitude the body of the Earth: And 


would burn the world to cinders in a mo- 
ment: And yet they hang within the ſpheres 


without any ſupport, in a pure ſea of Æther, 
thin, id ry ſo great tequity, that nounng * 
keep them in their ſt ation. 
Eben. Theſe wonders are enough, faid 1 
to my. Conduſter, to convinee any one f 
the: great: power of their much more adorable 
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gelty that can call i in queſtion the being of 
a Deity, who has given the whole world lo 
many brightevidences of his Power and Glo- 
„that were not men like beaſts, fill look- 
in ; downwards, they could not but ackxnowW- 
lodge his great Power and Wiſdom. _ 
Ang. You ſpeak what is true, replied he, 
but you ſhall ſee far greater things than 
theſe : 'Theſe all are hut the ſcaffolds and 
outworks to that Glorious Building wherein 
the Bleſſed above inhabit, Mat Houfe not made 
| 1 with hands, eternal in the Heavens A view 
of which (as far as you are capable to com- 
prehend it) ſhall now be given you. 


| 949464240494 4564 048 
8 Viſions of Heaven, 
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3 The G LO R Y Thereof, 


1 NAT. 1 nad been told. by my Con- 


ductor, I found good in a few mo- 


ments; for I was preſently tranſlated into the | 
a Glorious: Manſions of * Bleiſed; and ſaw 


| 


has not teen that Glory, can ſpeak but ery 


words, which is not poflible for man to ut- 


Piſions of Heaven, © W 4 


ſuch things it is impoſſible to repreſent, and 
heard that rayiſhing melodious harmony that 
I can never utter: Well, therefore, might 
the Beloved Apoltle St. John tells us in his 
epiſtle, Nam. arc zwe the Sons of Gods and it 
— not yet appear what we jh> be Whoever 


imperſectly of it; and they that have, can - 
not tell the thouſandth part of what it is, 
And therefore the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles, who tells us he had caught up in- 
to Paradiſe, were he had heard unſpeakable * : 


ter, gives us no other account. of it, but that 
Eye has not feen, nor ear has heard, nor has ik 
entered into te heart of man to coneexve the things 
that GOD has laid up for Wy that love iim. 
But I will give you the belt account I can 
of what I ſaw-and heard of the diſcourſes I 
had with fome of the Bleſſed, as near as I | 
can remember. — 
When I was firſt brought near this Glori- 
ous Palace, I ſaw innumerable hoſts of bright 
attendants, ' who welcomed me into that 
Bliſsful Seat of Happineſs, having in all 
their countenances an air of perfect joy, and 
and of the higheſt ſatis faction. And there I 
ſaw that Perfect and Unapproachable Light, 
that aſſimulates all things into its own nature, 
for even the ſouls of the Ce i 
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tranſparent and diaphanous. Neither are 
they enlightened by the ſun, or any created 
luminaries; but all that light, that flows with 
ſo much tranſparent brightneſs throughout 


thoſe Heavenly Manſions, is nothing elſe but 


Emanations of the Divine Glory, in compa- 


$. rifo% of which, the light of the ſun is but 
+ darkneſs, And all the luſtre of the moſt 
ſparkling diamonds, the fire of carbuncles, 
1 rubies, and the orient brightneſs. 
0 


the richeſt pearls, are but like dead coals 
in compariſon to its Glory: And therefore 
called 7he throne of the God of Glory, wherein 


the radiant luftre of the Divine Majeſty is 
revealed in the moſt, tluſtrious manner. 
I The ineffable Deity, exalted on the High 
EF Throne of his Glory, receiving the Adora- 
tion of Myriads of Angels and Saints, ſing- 
ing forth Eternal Hallelujahs and Praiſes to 
him, was too bright an object for mortality 


to view. Well may he, therefore be called 


The Cod of Glory, for by his glorious preſence 
be makes Heaven what it is. There being 
rivers of pleaſures perpetually ſpringing from 
the Divine preſence, and conciliating chear- 
fulneſs, joy, and ſplendor, to all the bleſſed 
Inhabitants of Heaven, the place of his hap- 


py reſidence, and ſeat of his eternal empire; 


wherein the Divine Majeſty diffuſes the 
richeſt beams of his goodneſs and glory, and 


Is | in which his choſen ſaints and ſervants ſee 
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and praiſe his for ever adorable 8 | 
For my own part, my viſive faculty was ſo 
far too weak to bear the leaſt tranſlucid ray 
ſhot from that everlaſting ſpring of Light 
and Glory which fat. upon the Throne, that 
I was forced to cry to my Conductor, T he 
fight of ſo much Glory 1 is too great for frail 
tyortality to bear: Vet it is ſo refreſhing 
and delightful, that I would fain behold 1 it | 
though LES, 
Ang. No, no, "aid my Conductor, Death | 
enters not within this Bleſſed Place: Here 
Life and Immortality reſide; nor ſin nor ſors 
row here have otight to do; For 'tis the lo- 
xy of this happy place to be for ever freed 
from all that is evil; and without that ex- 
emption, our bleſſedneſs even here would be 
imperfect. But come along with me, and I 


thou art; with him converſe a while, till | 
deſpatch another miniſtration, . and then 11 
reconduct ther back ag =, 3 
Epen. O rather, ſazd I with ome eagerneſs, 
let 155 ſtay here: je here 7 no ger | 

building taberndcles ; the H eayenly Man: | 
fions are here ready fitted. 
Jo which my Shining Meſſenger realyed, | 
Here in a while thou malt be fixed for ever; 
but the Divine Will firſt muſt he obey ed. 
8 as a LN vin, = P conveys 
cd 
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winged Spirits, and then prefented me to 
that IIluſtrious Saint, the great EAljal, who 


T knew * at fir 


Elij ijah) who by the commi 


+ in its glory and its happinels confrits, 


with the humbleſt adoration, faying, Bleffing, 

and honour, and glory and power, be unto Him 
_ that fits upun tie Throne, — to the Lamb for 
euer and ever. For he has redeemed us to God.by 
tus Blood, out of every; kindred and tongue ana 
People, and nutton, and made us unto our God, 


what account" this great permiſſion and 


1 2 - > 
Mo 1 
4 X 
_ 
. * 
-. 
. 
may - » 
* 
Ld „ * 
* { Z &. * 
* 


| Ekjah. That, ſays the" prophet, I halt | 
gladly do; for "ts our meat and drink in 
theſe bleſſed regions, to do the Will of God J 
and the Lamb, to finghis praiſes and fer ve him 


Kings and Priefts : Even fo, Amen. And | 
Ekewiſe adetmy Amex, to that of the _ 1 


—_— | 
Propher. chen enquired of me, on 


lege was giyen to me? (by Which I. under 4 
fand' the: Saints ir er are * 3 


ed me through thovſainds of thoſe brigkt na 


tabernacled in e. world below ſo marry hun- 
dred ages paſt one; and yet me thought | 
elt gk e as if we Had | 

= been contemporaries. | 

a Here's one ( ſau my condubfot th 1 

dtn from the 

wag Throne, has been permitted to fur- 

vey thoſe Realms of Light; and I have 

brought him hither, to learn from thee where- 


of) Fifron of. Hrabet. 535. 


a hat is done on eafth; how then en Han- 
to ers be directed to them ?). coils en 
he 1 then tehearſed: what I have. here ſet 
IN down by way of introduction: At whieh | 


the Holy ee e ent into this ex- 
clamation. Nis 

Elijah. 9 fore ever be bſeribed to Jim that 
oF? uh Ihe Throne, and to the. Lambs for hs 
' unbounded: goodneſs, rand great Condefeentin to 


ar | L weakinefs of a poor doubting fer. —. Aſter 7 1 
ve which he ſaid, Now give attention to what 


re- 1 ſhall ſpeak. And then he thus began: 
Elijah. What you have ſeen and heard al- 

alt ready, I am ſure. you never can relate ſo as, 

in to make it underſtood: For it is beyond 


od WY what eye hath ſeen, or ear hath heard, or "0 


int what the heart of man is able to conceive [ 


ng, mean of thoſe not yet tranſlated to this glori- 5 


nous ſtate, nor freed from their groſs elemen- 
for IF tal bodies: Nor is my being i in the body here, 
any objection to what I now aſſert; for 
ind though it han't been ſubject to the common 
od, lot of mortals, death; yet has it ſuffer'd ſuch 
Ft Wa change, as has been in ſome ſenſe equiva- 
oly WW lent thereto ; for it is made both ſpiritual and 
Jimpaſſible; and i is now no more capable of 
on any farther fuffering, than thoſcblefſelangels 
vi- Ware, that compaſs round ther throne: And 
ker. yet in this conſumate tate of Happineſs I. 
of e all that I enjexr nor lg I know” - 
hat C go What 
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'- - whatſhall be yet enjoy'd; for here our liap- 


For in the world below, we generally think | 
that what is conſummate, is compleatly 
| knifhed. I humbly hope, ſaid 1, what I fhall} 
curioſity, but that my underſtanding may be 


of theſe heavenly things. 
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to confirm your wavering faith, is the chief 
reaſon of your being brought hather, through 
the permiſſion of the great Three-one ; and 
therefore I would have you ftill, as any 
doubt ariſes in your breaſt, to make it 
 known.,—But as to that which you object, 
that happineſs cannot be conſummate, and 


that when the ſoul and body both are happy, 
as mine now are, I count it a conſummate ; 


mexrable ages of eternity, it is the ſoul, and 
body joined together in the bleſſed reſurrec- 
tion- ſtate, that ſhall be the continued ſubject 


ſed object of it, which is the ever-adorable 


pineſs is always new, 


dßpenet: I then requeſted of the bleſſed 0 
{ - propheta little to explain himſelf, becauſe 1 
- - underſtood not how happineſs could be con- 


ſummate, and yet admit of new: additions. 


ſay, may not be taken as the effect of a vain 


cultivated, which yet retains but dark 1dea's 3 


Elijah. To ſatisfy your doubting ſoul and j 


yet admit of new additions, I muſt tell you, 


by 7" 


ſtate of happineſs : For through all the innu- 


Pd yy 


of this happineſs. But in reſpect of the bleſ- 
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nd bleſſed God, in whoſe beatifical viſion 
is happineſs conſiſts, it is for ever new: | 
or the divine perfections being infinite, no- 
hing leſs than eternity can be ſufficient to 


on- iſplay their glory, which makes our happi- - 
Ins. wa eternally admit of new additions; and 
ink y a neceſſary conſequence our knowledge 
atly pf it ſhall be eternally progreflive-too,— 
hall And therefore it was not without reaſon | 
ain mat the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, (who 
be In the days of his ee was once ad. 
ca S Fitted hither as you are) affirmed, Eye hate: 
Fot ſeen, nor hath ear heard, nor can it enter 
and ite the heart of man. to conceive, what God hath © 
ef repared for them that love him. And yet the.” - ä 
agh 4 ye hath ſeen many-admirable things in na 
and ure; it hath ſeen mountains of cryſtal, and 
any. Socks of diamonds, it has ſeen mines of gold, 
it ind coaſts of pearl and ſpicy iſlands; and 
ect, Wet the eye, that hath ſeen ſo many wonders Þ 
and n the world below, could never pry into 
ou, ine glories of this triumphant. ſtate.” ' And ; 
py, Hough the ear of man hath heard many de- 
ate Wohtiul and harmonious ſounds, even all that. 
nu- rt and nature could ſupply him with; yet 
nd Ys he never heard the heavnly melody which 
ec- gere both ſaints and angels make before the 
ect Fhrone. And as the eye han't ſeen, nor ear 
leſ- Yard, ſo neither cari the heart of man con- 
ble Five them; and yet the heart of man (the 
R.. 
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chlieſeſt work of the Alwiſc Creator i in that 
- microcoſm): is of ſo fine and curious a com- 
poſur :,. that it can almoſt conceive any thing 
tnat either? is, or was, or ever ſhall be in the 
world below]; yea, what ſhall never be. Man 
ean conceive that every ſtone on earth tha!l 
be turned into the moſt, orient pearls. and 
every blade of graſs. into the brighteſt and 
moit ſhining jewels: He can conceive, that 
every particle of duſt ſhall be turned into fil- 
ver, and the whole earth into a maſs of pure 
refined gold: He can conceive the air to be 
turned into 2 eryſtal, and every ſtar advan- 
cad into a ſun; and every ſun a thouſand 
times more large and glorious than what he 
| now beholds it: And yet this is infinitely 
ſhort of what the high Eternal. Majeſty. (who 
is incomprehenſible in all his works of won- | 
cer) hath here e for all bis faithful 
followers. | 
But that you may ts 7 added the Pow. 
het ) the beſt idea of our happineſs, I here 
will briefly repreſent unto you for ages ſpent 
in this delightful theme, would ſcarce ſuffice | 
to tell it you at large) what tis thoſe bleſſed 
Setils, h0 through the glorious purchaſe of 
our bright Redeemer, are brought hither, are 
here delivered from: and for your better un- 
derſtanding it, I ſhall endeavour to conform 
wy W to W ** by che . ; 
| Lo 


Dm SE . 
hae All =” | |», þ wy = 


a4 tn do a wars. A. * 


ls CS od: > et et a Mo 


. 


} 


8 2 
i 

F 

1 


, 1 
5 BY - 
"i 

++. © 

$3 

' 8 

N 

N 


 Vifions of Heaven, 


ing things that are here above to what yon 


know below, although your eyes have told 
you how infimtely Heavenly Things tran- 


(as far as your capacity will bear it) what is 


| that Happineſs the bleſſed here enjoy. 


Firſt then, The Souls of all the bleſſed 


een n 
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ſcend whatever can be faund on earth, 
And in the ſecond place, I ſhall repreſent 


* 


4 


here are freed for ever, from whatſoever it 


is can make them miſerable; the chief of 
which, you are not ignorant, is Sin; It is 
only that which brings the creature into mi- 


ſery and entails it on him: The bleſſed God, | 


at firſt, made all things happy; all like him- 
Iſelf, who is ſupremely ſo; and had not fin 
Adefaced the beauty of Heaven's workman- 
$ ſhip, angels nor men had never known what 
Js meant by miſery : It was ſin threw the 
Japoſtate angels down into Hell, and ſpoiled _ 
the beauty of the lower word: It was fin de- 
faced God's Image in man's foul, and made 
the Lord of the Creation a ſlave to his owm - 
Juſt ; and by ſo doing, plunges himſelf into 
Jan ocean of eternal miſery, from whence _ 
chere is no redemption ; and ſure it is an in- 
valuable mercy, that in this happy plage all the 
Jinhabtants are freed, for ever £ | 
Fin, through the Blood of our Redeeming Jt 
gsus: To whom bleſſing, honour, power, glory, 


7 * 


nd eternal praiſes, be aſcribed for ever. Below, 


tt 


reed from 
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| the beſt and holieft ſouls groan underneath the . 
burden of corruption: Sin cleaves to all they 
do, and leads them captive oftetimes againſt 
their wills. Vo ſhall deliver me. has ke n the 
cry of many of God's faithful ſervants, who 
at. the ſame time have been dear to Jeſus, 
Sin is the heavy clog of Saints themſelves, 
while they are embodied in corrupted fleſh ; 
and therefore when they lay their bodies 
down, their ſouls are like a bird looſed from 

its cage, and with an Heavenly vigour mount 
up to this bleſſed region, triumphing over 

fin, with which below t! bey {till maintained 
a combat. But here their warfare is a! aa 
end, and Death 1s (cogent up in Yor, 
Here their br:ght ſouls, that were below d e 
ſormed and ſtained by fin, are by the Ever- 
bleſſed Jeſus, preſented to the Et: nal Father, 
7 /eout hot or wrinkle, 
But Secondly, As here the bleifed Wals are 
freed from fin, ſo are they likewiſe from all 
cecaſions of it; which is 2 great ad Aition to 
OUT happinels. Adam hinielf, in Parade, 
tho' he was in his firſt creation perſettiy in- 
nocent, and free from {: in, yet was he not 
freed from temptations to it, witch was Eis 
great unhappineſs: Satan got into Paradiſe 
to tempt h im, and h- too fatally yielded to 
his temp' 'ations: He cat*of the forbidden 
Fruit, and fell; 3 ears 2 his fall, che human 
nafure 
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gature, and conſequently his poſterity, are 
„- Prropted: din, like a ge” grene, having, - 2 
to the human nature, ar: een all 

cl. | 
1d that corruption, Which every 0 Mi 
rbours in is breaſt, is a moſt danger: Us,” 
a1, Pft-times prevailing tempter : But here 
each bleſſed ſoul is likewiſe freed from this. 
No Devil here can tempt them, nor no cor- 
ruption enter: Nothing but what is pure and. 
it Fi boly can find admiſſion here: No ftv ſug- 


r 


5 — geſtions from that apo ſtate Spirit can molett | 
d us here: That Roaring Lion that below is in 
a a conſtant motion, ſtill traverſing the earth, 
v. end. ſeeking whom he may devour, 1s, with 
- (WM rope to us in this blefied region of life and 
— immortalitv. boun id fa ſt in cverlaſti ing chains, 
by and ſhut up ſafe in an infernai priſon, doom- 
ed to the vengeance of eternal fire. Nor ſhall - 
2 the world (which by the fall of man has loſt 
1 its beauty, and is degenerated into a ſhop of 
em; ptinels and vanity, d does by its be- 
„ witching charms and falſe 8 draw 
- | thouſands to perdition) be any more a temp- 
t MF ter to thoſe bleſſed fouls who have through, 
s M Faith and Patience overcome its wiles, and- I 1 
3 arrived ſafely here. As ſtrong as its tempta=,  * 
> FF tions andallurements are to ſaints themſelves, 4 
1 MF whowre ſtill militating with it in the world 
1 belew. we that are here ele of Heavenly. 4 
> W_- * Fas | eee, | 
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enjoyments: We here are got above the 
bd world, and all that it can tempt us with; 
and throngh the blood of our triumphing 
Jeſus, have got the victory over it, as theſe 
bright palms we bear do evidence, There 
is nothing here that can diſturb our peace, 
but an eternal calm crowns all our happineſs, 
being freed from fin, and all temptations to 

it. And as a conſequent hereof, ' 
Thirdly, We here are freed from the ef. 
fefts of ſin, and that his Puniſhment ; which 
thoſe that are confined to the dark regions of 
eternal miſery are ever groaning under; as 
that which they cannot bear, and yet as that 
| which they muſt ever ſuffer. It was fin that 
| uſhered Death into the world below, and by 


it, as every mortal finds : But through the 
conqueſt of the Prince of life, the Lamb of 


by his dying overcame both Death, and kim 
that had the power thereof, the. Devil, tri- 
umphing over Sin, Death, and Hell; fin, 
death, and hell are baniſhed hence for æver: 
For which eternal ſongs of praiſe and tri- 
umph are ever rendered to his holy name. 
Theſe are the things (continued the great 
Prophet) we are in this bleſſed ſtare delivered 


— 2 
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Heaven's high decree, is the juſt wages of 


God, ſlain from the world's foundation, who ' 


from; and yet theſe make up but the leaſt 


. i Manſions, look with contempt on all terrene | 
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part of che Happineſs of Heaven: Our; . 
are poſitive, as well as privative; and What 
thoſe are, I nom proceed to ſhew you. 

I. We here enjoy the-Beatifick. Viſtion, the 
bleſſed ſpring and eternal ſource, of all ur 
happineſs: But what this is I can no more 
declare, than ſinitè creatures comprehend i in- 
finity; only we find that it continually rr) 
diates our under ſtandings, and fills ouy ſoulss 
. with joy unſpeakahle and full of glory; and 
. with a love ſo flaming, that nothing but the | 1 
1 bleſſed Author of it can ſatisfy; nor not Eter- 1 
f nity itſelf can terminate: -It. is the reflecting 4 
S brightneſs of the Divine Preſence. and tran- 
t 
t 
F 
F 


[5 . 
1 „ 
7 


ſcendently. glorious emanations of his good : 
neſs, that is the life of our lives, the ſoul of 
our ſouls, and the heaven of heav ens; and 
that which makes us live, and love, and ling, 
and praiſe for ever; and which transforms 
our ſouls into his bleſſed likeneſs. The ſaints 
below, whilſt they are travelling towards this 
bleſſed country, are. in their pilgrimage ſup- 
ported by his everlaſting arms, by which 
they are enabled to go from grace to grace: 
But we that are ſafe landed on the þaven of 
Eternal Happineſs, are changed from Glory un- 
to; Glory, even by the Spirit of the Lord. But to 
| bring things nenrer to your underſtanding, b F Y 
̃ this be holding af God's Face, we: have a real 
= | n and eee his 1 . . 
18 


2 3 « 2 


his bleſſed ſmiles make glad our ſouls, FORT 


in his favour we rejoice continually ; for in 


has favour is life. And then by this bleſſed 


Viſion of God, we come to know him above 
whatever any did below; for it is a ſight of 
bim that irradiates our underſtandings, and 
A grves us the light of the kno wiedge of the glory of 
Go l in the face of Jeſus Chriſt: So that though it 

be impoſſible to comprehend the Divine Ma- 
jeſty, (for who can find out the Almighty to per- 
ection) yet we have here a perfect apprehen- 
ſion of his nature and divine attributes. 
| II. We have here not only the Beatifick 


ion, whereby we ſee God as he is; but we 


have a real enjoyment and fruition of him; 


and thereby come to be united to. him, and 
do live in him, and he in us; whereby we 
come to be partakers of the Divine Nature, 
mW which ſhines forth in us with a reſplendent 


w brightneſs, In the world below, the ſaints 
do indeed enjoy God in his ordinances ; but 


| 4 here we all enjoy him face to face: Below, 


= large draughts 


the ſaints enjoy God in meaſure, but here we. 
enjoy bim without meaſure: There they have 
ſome ſips of his eee but here we have 

ereof, and ſwim in the 


boundleſs ocean of happineſs : Below, the 
fſiints communion with God is many times 
broken off, and diſcontinued ; but here we 


WF have an uninterrupted enjoyment. of God, 
& without intermiſſion or cell uon. III. 
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III. Here xe enjoy the perfeRion' of all 


In the world below, the ſaintsſee but 
par t, and know but in part; but here, that 
- which is perfect being enjoyed, that which 
is imperfekt is 3 away: Below, love is 
is mixed with fear, . any — om 
but here, love is perte ca 
eth out fear: 2 love pe. bleſſed 2 
more than ourſelves, and one another like 
ourſelves: We here are all the children of 
one Father, and, all our brethren are” alike 
dear unto us: Below our love was ſill divi- 
ded, and run in ſeveral channels; but here _ 
our love has but one ſtream, and centers in 
the ever-bleſſed God, the fountain of ourhap- A 
E neſs. Our knowledge likewiſe in the wor 2 
low was very imperfect, ſceing but darkly, 
as through a broken mirror; but here we ſee "*, 
God as he is, and ſo come to know him _ 
as we are known. Our joy is like wiſe here 
in its perfection; in the world below it was — 
interrupted by forrow and ſighing, and it 
was neceſſarily ſo, for where there is ſin, 
there will be ſorrow: But here all fin (tie 
cauſe of ſorrow) being done away, all for- 
row (the effect of fin) ſhall likewiſe ceaſe; © 
Nay our very ſorrow for ſin, when upon 
earth, does ( through the bounty of our ble- 
ſed er give an n to our Joys 


ve da e here. ; 3 4 
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IV. Here we have our capacities enlaiged, 


. — to the great neſs of the objects we | 


Have to contemplate; whilſt we were in che 


:world below -novtight vbuld ſhine into on 


mind,. but throughtthe windows'of our ſen- 


ſes, and thereford id was'the:bleffed God 


was pleaſed to deſdend tοον capacitids, 


2 


arid to adapt the- expteſſrons of his. Majeſty 


to the hure Is of: or imaginatiofts: But 
here; ilie Revelatiom of the Deity. is much 


through the groſs char nel of the ſenſes. Be- 
low, our pureſt conceptions ef God were 


very imperſect; But here the gold is ſepara- 


ted from the droſs, and our conceptions are 


more proper and becoming rhe ſimplicity and 


paurity of God. Below, the objects of glory 


were humbled to the perteptions' of ſenſe; 
but here the ſenfible Belen are raiſed and | 


refined, and made the ſabjects of glory. 


Now therefore, t that the Divine Light ſhines | 


with direct beams, and the thick curtains of 
fleſh are ſpiritualized and tranſparent, the 
| ſoul enjoys the cleareſt Vifions of God. We 

now ſee what we before beheved of the glo- 
rious nature of the ever- bleſſed God, his de- 
crees and counſels, his providence and dif- 


more glomonsJ” and. oufiminds, aré clarified | 
from ub thoſe earthůy irtiages that flow 


penſations. We chere clearly fee, that from 


Eternity, On was > ſole ann but not 
| 8 8 . 


ferent tone) are 


folitary; and that the Godhead is neither con- 


there is a priority of order, but no ſuperiori- be 
ty among the ſaered Perſons of the ieffahl⸗ 


Irinity, but chat they are equally: poſſeſt f 
che ſame divine excellences, and the ſame 
divine empire, and are equally the object of 


the ſame divine adoration. "Thoſe ways of 
God, that ſeemed: below unſearchable, and 
that we thought unlawful to enquire. into, 


ve here perceive to be the product of divine 
g Wiſdom,. with ſo much perſpicuity ang 
clearneſs, that Truth itſelf is not more 


evident. . e 
Theſe things {paged the prophet in a dif- 


our happineſs. | a: at” FOO 
Vet all tReſe things are only what relate 


inhabitants of this bleſſed region is not com- 


. BY pleat, until their bodies are raiſed, and re- 


united to their ſouls; in which, through 


the Divine munificence, myſelf and the bleſſ- 
ed Enoch, do enjoy a more peculiar prefe- 


him. Now becauſe none but the great Me/- 5 
Aan has been e, raiſed from the . ; 
N EY RR Ng 8 


ome of thoſe that conſtitute I J 


unto our ſouls: But ftill the happineſs of the 7 


rence, being tranſlated hither in the body as 
types both to the Anti and |Poſt-Diuluman- - > 
world, of the reſurrection of the ever-adora- - , * 
ble Son of God, and of all the ſaints through © } 
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he being the arſt fruits thereof, (for as for 
Enoch and myſelf, aur bodies have Hot known 
death, though they have received a change 
equivalent thereto) it is therefore more dif- 
ficult to declare what the Reſurection State 
ſhall be, it being to be diſcerned in its per- 
fection, only from his Glorious Body, to 
Which neither that of Enoch's nor mine are 
comparable, in reſpect of the glory thereof, 
tho” both are Spiritual Bodies; of which ; 
1 will now ſhew you the diſtin properties. 
I. The Bodies of the Bleſſed, here, at the 
Reſurrection, ſhall be (as mine is now) Spi- 
ritual Bodies and by your not only ſeeing, 
but touching me, (at ie word the holy pro- 
phiet was pleafed 75 grove me has hand you may 
be.the better able to know what I mean by 
Spiritual Body: That is, a body rarified 
from all groſs allays of corruption, and made 
a pure and a refined body, and yet a ſubſlan- 
tial one; not compoſed of wind and air, as 
mortals below are apt too groſsly to imagine. 
Eßenet. Here I intreated the holy Pro- 
phet to bear with me, if I acquainted him, 
= FO Lalways underftood ſpiritual as oppoſed | 
| aerial, and conſequently that a fpiritual 
| body muſt be immaterial, and fo not SOON 
1 of being felt, as I found he was. 
= e To this the Prophet replied, That 
their e ere 8 not 5 a5 they Þ 
. | were 


> 
Nee 
_ y 5 * 
—_— ” N 8 
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they were ſuſtain d by the enjoyment of God, 


drink, ſleep, and rayment, which were the 
ſupport of our bodies below. Have you not 
read (ard the Prophet } that the bleſſed Jeſus, 


his diſciples, when they were met together in 
a chamber, and the doors ſhut about 'them ; 
which plainly evidences the tenuity thereof; 
Jand yet he call'd to St. Thomas to come and 


Beatifick Viſion js here what both our ſouls 


for ever. 8 


their bodies are all mortal, dying and periſſi- 
ingy and ſubject to be crumbled into duſt eve- 
ry moment: But here our bodies will be in- 


and our mortality be ſwallou d up of liſe. 

Epen. Here I deſired the Prophet to bear 
with me a little, whilſt I gave him an account 
of my own. notions in this matter. | 


without any material refreſhments, as meat, 


reach huis hand, and thurſt it into has fede, which 
thews it as plainly to be ſubſtantial. The 


orruptible, and freed from death for evet, 
or our corruption here ſhall put on incorruption, 


were purify'd. from all corruption, but as ; 


— 


after his reſurection, appeared in his body to 


— 
— 


1 Elijah. Say on, for I am ready to reſolve 
hat ¶Vour doubt. % EDT a Eo. 
ey Eben. I have learnt, ſaid 7, in the holy 
od HE or e ſcriptures, 


* 
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and bodies live upon and are ſupported by 


II. Our bodies in the refurrection all le 12 
mortal, and uncapable of dying: Belo W 
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: , that vmortaticy' is an attribute 
* to God only, and not to men, 
Apectaly to the bodies of men, which every 
day's experience tells us are mortal. There- 
fore St. Paul tells Timothy, that God ONLY 
hath immortality. © 
Elijah, When I ſay the bodies of the bleſſed 
here are immortal, I intend it of bodies in their 

raiſed ſtate, that then they are ſubject unto 
death no more: Man in his corruptible fate 
is mortal, and ſubject unto Death: And 
there is nothing more evident to all that 
dwell in the world below, and even the bo- 


dies of all thoſe glorified ſouls that are here, 


death. But at the reſurection- ſtate, when 


are at this time kept under the power o 


they ſhall be raiſed up again, they ſhall then 
be immortal. And as to what you urge 
_ from the ſcripture, that the bleſſed God has 
oN immortality, it is very true; he is moſt 
eminently arid eſſentially ſo ; whereas there 
is no creature, either Angel or Man, that 
can in that firi& ſenſe be ſaid to be fo. We 
are immortal through his grace and favour, 
but God is immortal in his eſſence, and has 
been ſo from all eternity ; ; and in that ſenſe 
may well be ſaid 'owLy to have immortality. 
And therefore t will not be amiſs for you to 


.. obſerve, That whatever the bleſſed God is, 


he | is W and clientially ſo ; in which 
i "uy 


ribute 
men, 
every 

; \ 
"here- 
ONLY 


leſſed 
their 
unto 
e ſtate 
And 
that 
e bo- 
here, 
er 0 
when 
then 
urge 
* fas 
moſt 
there 
that 

We 
vour, 
4 has 
ſenſe 
ality. 
ou to 
d is, 
rhich 
ſpect, 


have you that the bodies of the bleſſed that 7 4 


bleſſed and happy without their bodies, and? 


ſeem not to have any occafion for them, tie 


Elijah. To this the prophet, interrupting 4 


fire than this? 
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relpect, tis likewiſe ſaid of him, That He 1 
only is holy ; and there is none good but G 
none righteous, nor none merciful but He 


, 
* 


To whom be bleſſing and glory, and ho 
nour, and praiſe, for ever and for evermore. # 

Epen. I have one thing more to be ſatisſi- 
ed in, and that is, that ſeeing there is only 
your ſelf and the prophet Enoch that are per- 
mitted in the body to be here, which you, 
are pleaſed to ſay have ſuffered a ohange equi- 
yalent to death, but died not; what afſurance 44 


are now under the power of death ſhall. be Þ. } 


raiſed again ? For I ſee they are gloriouſſy $4 


Fs 2. 7. "—_ 


have been long fince periſhed and rotted ir: 
their graves: The greateſt thing that I think 3 
can be ſaid for it, is, that the ever bleſſed "hb 
Jeſus, the ſpotleſs Lamb of God, who Was 4 
truly and really dead, is now alive, and hve : 


# 
* 


1 


or ever. | $ | 222 2 2 


* 


me replyed, what greater proof can you de- 1 


* 


Eben. What I have to ſay to that, is, that $f 
the body of the bleſſed Jeſus never ſaw cor-' 4 
ruption; and that there is no inſtance of any. 4 
body. that ever ſaw.corruption,. that was yet Ji 
raiſed to life and 3 3 

5 N \ | 3 
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E bra, To this the prophet. again anſwers 
„that tho' it was true, there had been no 
—_ inſtance, yet was the reſurection of the 
4 body as ſufe as the preſent glorification of the 
| foul ; for as the bleſſed Jeſus died as a pub- 
lick perſon, ſo did he alſo riſe again; and 
therefore is ſaid to be the firſt fruits from the 
dead He is the head of the church, and can- 
not be compleat without his body, who in 
their order ſhall be raifed up to be with him 
for ever. The body ſhall be awaked out of 
its dead ſleep, and as I was ſaying, quicken- 
= | cd into a glorious immortal Life: The body 
is an eſſential part of man, as well as the 
14 ſoul : And though the inequality be great 
in their holy operations, yet their concur- 
rence is neceſſary, Good actions in the world 
below, were indeed deſigned by the counſel 
and reſolution of the ſoul, but performed by 
the miniſtry of the body: And every grace 
{ expreſſes itſelf in viſible actions thereby. In 
the ſorrows of repentance, tears were ſuppli- 
ed by the bodily eyes; and in thankgivings, 
die tongue was uſed to break forth in the 
E | praiſes of Cod: And all the victories over 
= | af and pain below, were obtained by 
=— "the foul in conjuction with the body. . 
dan yon think ad the Pr ro + 5 1 the 
Divine Candy will deal ſo differently with 
= them, that the foul — be eee 
e 
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is, who is ſo eminently and effentially 


| > Nor is the * purchaſed] 
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The one glorified in heaven, the other remaii 
in the duſt? From the firſt ſetting out in the 
world below to the graye, they both ran the 
ſame race, and therefere ſhall enjoy the ſame # 
reward, When the Crown of Righteouſneſs” 
and Clory ſhall be given to the Bleſſed: at the 
Great Day in the view of all, both ſoul and 4 
body ſhall partake of the Honour thereof. \ 7 
And this [added the Prophet) is, I believe, 32 
enough to ſatisfy your doubt, as to the reſur- | 1% 
rection of the body, © +3 
Eben. To which I replied, That I bad 1.4 
nothing further to object in that parte I * 4 j 
And then deſired him to go on in acc 
2 Glory of the Body in the Neſur sse 
ate. * 
Upon which the Prophet thus prodeded 
Elijah. I have already told you, That 
the bodies of the Bleſſed ſhall be * $5 
but cannot for all that be ſo immortal as God 
ſo, x. 
as you well obſerved, he is ſaid o L* to haves 
Immortality, nor yet are they immortal in the 
ſame ſenſe as are the bleffed Angels, who 
being immaterial ſubſtances, are ſo le | L 
whereas man was created mortal, and has is} 
immortality through the purchaſe of the bleſ· 
ſed Ixsus, and renovation of the Divine Im- 
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5 b. us; ike that of the p £ irits, who- 
> immortal too; but it is with 1 ch an im 
ortality asbring along with it agreater weight 
H miſery. Their immortality is ſuch a curſe 
makes them wiſh athouſand thouſand times 
4 '} at they might be annihiliated: But that 
Bleſſed Immortality which we enjoy, is that 
Phich is the Happineſs of heaven, and there- 
fore rightly ſtiled, a Glorious Immortality, and. 
* F ives us an aſſurance, that the Happineſs we 
now enjoy, we ſhall enjoy for ever. 4 


III. Another Happineſs the bodics of ; 
ne Bleſſed here enjoy, is, That they are 8 
1 Paſfible, and ſo are made incapable of ſuffer- 
is: Below, the Saints themſelves have 
= Eoficntimes their bodies made ſo many ſhops | 
; 
( 


1 ts Aa is arts 


b miſery; or like an hoſpital, full of diſca- 
_ | . es which are the common harbingers DC - 
N Heath; or when they are not ſo, are ſom 
hing Horte than it; the pains and infirmities 
P &oftheir bodies being ſuch, as oftentimes make i | 
death much more defirable than ſuch a life, | 
Ho many times are even good men racked | 
IF With the gout, or tortured by the ſtone, with 
ooſt exquiſite and excruciating pains? So 
that though they abound in the fulneſs of all 
I choſe thin by that. mortals count the bleſſings 
© | of the life below, yet are they therehy =: 
* F-imbittered to them by thoſe tormenting pains 
5 have ſeized upon — N And 


* - 
1 


4 


* ans oo 5 * „ 
fy 5 $1 „„ 


ben of Heaom * 


ere this is not, but men il healthy, 
ſtrong and vigorous bodies, they often meet 
with other fufferings, and are expoſed —1 El 
70 * thirſt, cold and nakedneſs; which 
„ | render their lives very much uncomfortable : b 
There many times, they are ſhut up in pri- 
lons, immured between ſtone walls, and are 
as it were buried while they are alive, and 
d are as men forgotten in the world. All 
2 which conſidered, muſt needs render their A 
bodies miſerable while below. | 


But in this Happy Region no ſuch evil can 'Y 


i {attack them; here their condition i8extremely ...! 
I different; no curſe gan enter here; and fuch 4 
are all thoſe things I have related, as being 2 
gy only the effects of fin. - My body! is incapa- 


ble of ſuffering any evil, either of fin or 2 


2 
r 
3 
4 


: ſorrow; but on the contrary, through the 
1 Grace of the Bleſſed Son of God is now be- 5 
4 
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come a receptacle both of Light and Glory, 
and ſo hall all the bodies of the Saints be 
likewiſe in their reſurrection-ſtate. Which 
| leads me to declare the fourth endowment; Þ 
with which our bodies ſhall be ever bleſſed. 
: IV. Another happineſs our bodies ſhall = 
| ; 


TY © hy 2 A ; 75 „ 7 
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enjoy in the pleſfed Reſurrection- tate, i, 
that they ſhall be truly beautiful. And this is ⁵ 
none bf our leaſt privileges; for below, our - 3 
bodies ate but vile bodies, tending to corrup- 
Lon the grave, ache nn and e 
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the glorious Body of Chriſt, who will change 


» according to the working of that mighty 


'to himſelf: This tranſcendent beauty, which 
be will put upon the body, ſhall be the work 
of his own hands; and where omnipotence 
|- -- nterpoſes, nothing is difficult. For the 


into an immortal ſtate of glory, is as eaſy to 


) | 5 
on their fleſh, and thence proceets a loath-. 
| ſome favour; at the beſt, they are but hou- 


ſes of clay, and their foundation is in the 


duſt, but here it ſhall be otherwiſe; for the 


Hodies of the Saints ſhall be freed from thoſe 


\ 1nnocent infirmities, that were inſeparable 


from Adam in Paradiſe, whoſe ſoul united 
to the body was. the fountain of the natural 
ſenſitive life, which being in a perpetual 
flux, there was a neceſſity of continual re- 


| Pairs to preſerve his life in vigour: Where- 


as in this bleſſed ſtate, the body ſhall be ſpi- 


ritual in its qualities, and the principle of 


is life ſupported by the ſupernatural power 
of the ſpirit, without outward nouriſhment; iWſ - 


and not only ſo, but a fubſtantial and un- 
fading glory ſhall ſhine in them, infinitely | 
above the perifhing pride of this world, and 


the glory of the fleſh, and be made like unto 


our vile bodies, that they may be faſhiqned 
like his glorious body; and this he will do, 


Lr 


Power, whereby he 1s able to ſubdue all things | 


beautifying of a raiſed body; and putting it 
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the Divitie Power, Is the firſt Ane git 
the womb. -' 

V. Another part of our happineſs i is — 
our bodies all be agile bodies, and move 
with an inconceiveablè {wiftnefs; our — 
while below, are lumpifh and heavy, and 


are as clogs to the ſoul; but in the raifed ſtate | 


it ſhall be otherways: Our bodies ſhall be 


like the chariots of Aminadab, and move'far 3 
ſwifter than the eas, ord fowls i in che aerial 


heavens. 
VI. Another thing in which our happi- 


neſs will very much conſiſt, is, that our 50 


dies then (as mine is now) ſhall be all pure and 
this is an exceeding privilege; for though 


they ſhould have all the other foremention- | 


ed qualities, and be immortal, ſpiritual im. 


paſſible, beautiful and fwift, yet if they ſtilt 
were ſinful it would blemifh all thereſt, and 


would even fpoil the happineſs we here en 
Joy in Heaven, if fin could enter here. But 
it is far otherwiſe; our glory is, that here 
our very bodies fhall be pure, and have no 


ſpot of ſin at all upon them. Below, indeed 


the bodies of the ſaints are clogged with fin, 


and fettered/with temptations, which makes 
them to cry out, O wretched man J. who Hk 
deliver me from tis body of death ? But here 
they hall enjoy that bleffed redemption of #7 
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- VII. And to conclude, the bodies of the 
heine, ſhall, i in there reſurrection- ſtate, be g 
rious bodtes; fo glorious, chat they ſhall — | 
a near reſemblance ta the glorious body of 
our bleſſed redeemer. And this the divine 
oracles inform us, as alſo. how it ſhall be 
wrought: The . Lamb of God, the 
bleſſed Jeſus, he it is ſhallchange our vile and 
ceorruptible bodies, and make them bike to has own 
* glorious. body ; it is by his power that the 
ſaints bodies, that by their being turned into 
corruption, are ſown in ſueh diſſionour, fhall 
be raiſed in glory and in that bleſſed reſurrec- 
tion: ſtate, ſhall ſhine more bright than. the ſun in 
thas triumphant kingdom of ch father, 7 
[YH And thus, my — faid the great prophet to 
| 1 | Wee have I informed thee briefly, wherein 
. the glory and the happineſs of this bleſſed 
b 5 7 we here enjoy, conſiſts, Not that 
F herein I have ſaid the thouſandth part of that 
which might be further ſtill related; nor 
could you underſtand it, if I ſhould, For- 
there are ſome things here that we enjoy, like 
the whate ſtone, and the nem name, which no 
one knows, but he that does receive it. | 
EFEißpen. The holy prophethaving made an 
oF 0 1 hambl thanked þ him for, the infor- 
mation he had given me: And told him, 
that though I was incapable (cloathet} as I 
* with ſuch a — of unrefined: Aeſk) to 
_ underſtand 
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"the M underftand all I had heard, or co ſaw - 
eber L had ſeen and heard enough for ever to 
ave WW convince me both of the excellency and rea- 
of lity of heavenly things: Which inthe world 
ine WW below, fo many queſtion, and fo few believe. 
be But let it mf offend my Lord, ſaid Ft 2 
the the prophet, if I deſire yet further to be r 

and folved in ſome few things. A 
"Wn  Elyah. Speak, and I will endeatour to bh 
the ¶ give you ſatisfatiion.  - = 
nto Epen. The firſt thing, faid I, 1 would hum 4 
all bly aſk, is how the bleſſed here; which are 
ec- but creatures, tho' thus glorined, and there-— 
1 in fore finite ſtill, can have ſo perfect an idea oftnge 
5 incomprehenſible and infinite Three-Oue to 
t to know him fo as we our ſelves are known, as oi] 
ein if before affirmed, or elſe it was my weaknels, - A 
led to miſunderſtand you ſo ? .. an 
hat Eljah. In ebe ſo, I did afin * . 17 
hat than what the cred oracles contain: For 
nor I the Apoſtle of the Gentiles, ſpeaking i in the 
For days of his fleſh to them that then inhabited _ 2 
ike the world below, told them, they then fe ; 
no through a glaſs but darkly ; but that in theſe 
bright regions they ſtould ſce him face to fue] 
a that then himſelf knew but in part, but that 
x when he was once got hither, he hond know _. 
kita eurn as he was known. But, my fon, ſaid 
the prophet theſe words are not to be un-— 
a an, to tha NY of the 
3 ela 
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expreſſion; for the ſun that lights the lower | 
world, may as well be included in a ſmall | 


ſpark of fire, as the incomprehenfible and inſi- 


nite God may be comprehended by our finite | 


faculties : For beyond the fulleſt diſcoveries 
we can poſſibly make of the deity, there re- 
mains ſtill an intire infinity of perfections the 
knowledge whereof 1s altogether unattainable 
by the moſt intelligent of all t hoſe glorious 
ſpirits, that are the bright and the continual 


__ attend=nts of the throne, and therefore that 


expreſſion, As we are known, which gave you 
fo juſt an occaſion to enquire into the ſenſe 


of it, is to be taken as a note of ſimilitude, and 


not of equality: The dim light of a candle as 
truly ſhines as the bright luminary of the 


day; but not with the ſame extent and ſplen- 
dor. And therefore the ſum of what I can 
ſay to this point, is, that we have here as 


perfect knowledgeof the Bleſſed God, as crea- 


ted beings are capable of receiving, or ourown 


hearts of deſiring. | 
ßen. I then returned my humble thanks 


to the great Prophet, and aſſured him, his 


anſwer had intirely ſatisfied me, and that I 


found it was only the deficiency of my own 


underſtanding that had given him that trou- 
Die. © 25 N 3 
am in, replicd the Prophet, for there Dn 


— 


n . 


32 — 


with greater brightnels t 
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- ſuch thing as b 8 nor can bone bez | 


For the diffuſing of the knowledge of the 
Ever-blefied God, and ſetting forth his bright 
Eternal Execllencies, and the diſplayin of his 
Glory, is that which gives the Bleſſed he- 
the greateſt ſatisfaction and delight; and 
which will ever do ſo; throughout the nu- 
merous ages of eternity, + - | 

Epen. Ihen, with an air of greater con- 


kdence, I told the Holy Prophet, 1 2 ano- 


ther queſtion yet to afk him. 


Elijah. Say on, and I will anſwer you, 
 Epen, I faw among the many pleſſed foals 


# | I patied by, as my bright Meſſenger conveyed 


me to you, ſome that At Peers to me to ſliine 
an the other, which 
gave me a deſir e to be informed whether or 
no there be not among the Bleſſed Giffeqont. 
. of S.. 5 
„ Tea -ppineſs and glory which all 
the Bleſled here enjoy, 15 the reſult of their 
communion with, and love unto, the Ever- 
bleſſed God, whoſe Beatiſicul Viſcon here, as 
I have ſaid before, is the Eternal Spring 


from whence it flows; The more we lee, the 
more we love; and love affimilates our ſouls 


into the nature of the Bleſſed Object of it; 
and thence reſults our glory. This needs 
mrnſt thereſore make a difference in the de- 


grees thereof: Not as though there were 
a ts © 8 Ez . | 8 
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any want of love to God, in any of the Bleſ- 
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fed here, for that i- impoſſible: There is 


not one ſoul amongſt the numerous inhabi- 


tzats of this bright Region, but what adores 


and loves the Ever-bleiſed God with all his 


utmoſt powers and faculties, But then it 
follows, that as thoſe powers and faculties 
are different, their love muſt be ſo too, and 
ſo theix glory. Nor is there any murmuring 


or repining in one, to ſee another's glory 
much greater than his own ; but God is there- 


by magnified the more, as the eternal ſource 
of all their happineſs. Nor can there be room 


for a thought to think it otherwiſe: Who 


can complain, when all the faculties of each 
bleſſed foul is ſo repleniſhed with the bright 


emanations of the deity, that it can hold no 
more The eyer-bleſled God is an unbound- 


ed ocean of light and life, and jay and hap- 
pineſs, ſtill filling every veſſel that is put 
therein, till it can hold no more; and though 


the veſſels are of ſeveral ſizes, whilft each 


are fiilled, there's none that can complain. 


Beſides, each bleſſed foul is here wrought | 
up, net only to an aquieſcence, but even to 
ſuch a ſatisfaction and complacency in the 
divine good pleafure, that all their happineſs | 
_ conhits therein. Thus though the ſtars 

below are each one glorious, yet ſince they 
' > - are of different magnitudes, one 5 
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oeracles inform you, it ſhall be in the reſur- 
recti on-ſtate. My anſwer therefore to your 


N queſtion, is, that thoſe who have the moſt 


enlarged ee do love God moſt, and 
are thereby aſſimilated moſt into his likeneſs, 
which is the higheſt glory Heaven can give, 
Nor let this ſcem ſtrange to you, for even 
amongſt Gad's flaming minitters, the blefled 
angels, there are diverſities of orders, and 
different degrees of glory. And theſe Perhaps 


were ſome of thoſe yr law, as 1 paſſed 


hither. 
Whilſt I was thus Giese with the 


No prophet, and with delight heard the 


ſolution of thoſe doubts that 1 deſirè to be re- 


ſolved in, a ſhining form approached me 


ſaying, How 1 Epenetus here, 
J Was ſurprized to here my name thus 
mentioned, and turning ſuddenly about 1 


ſoon perceived it was the noble Junius, my 


late deceaſed friend: who thus accoſted me. 
Jun, Dear Epenetus, lam glad to ſee yeu 
in theſe Bleſſed Regions; but am ſurpriſed” 
to ſee you here not yet diveſted of mortali- 
ty: Inſtruct me, friend, by what means you 
came hither, ind alſo e it was you ob- 


Iz 


tained. this privilege ; 3 forthe unuſualnels of 3 


ſuch a thing i is that which makes me Fo. N 


due . - 
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Fben. I was ſo e to ſee one of 
my old acquaintance, and ne with whom 
1 had been fo familiar in the woild, that 1 
aſſayed to embrace him in my arms; which 
He refuſed, telling me mildly, He had ſome 


time ago laid down his body, which he had 


left below, reſting in hope until the reſurrec- 
tion; and that, though he was ſtill indeed 
af ubſtance, yet it was an immaterial one, not | 
to be touched by mortal. | 


But how came. you (faid he again, more 


= | earneſtly) to be brought hither 1 in your mor- 


tal znd unchanged body. 
Epen. I then related to him what I be- 
York had fpoken. to Elijah, and told à large 
in the prefixed introduction to this Viſion, of 
my temptation and deliverance. 
3 Well Epcnetus, ſaid the Noble Ju- 
I ſce then there was need enough of 
Auch a lecture as I gave order to be ſet on foot 
in the poor word bet 
evidence e being of the Deity, againſt a 
ſort of men, far worſe than thoſe in hell, 
ho both believe the being ule a God; and 


= | tremble at his juſtice, But. y 7 | 


continued he, that had fo Jin oh 
fe ſſion of his Truth, and had fuch 


. 
perience of his Goodneſs, that you ſhould | 
- after all be brought to queſtion his being and 


= - ara 2 — . more Yian 
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| N and What 1 hardly ood; bete 0. 
ver thought; and gives me freſh oceafions to 
adore the Ever-bleffed God, who throbgh his 
abundant Goodneſs has now delivered me 
from all thoſe ſnares the enemy of ſouls / was 
laying for me; and thus preſerved me to his 
Heavenly Kingdom : Bleſſed for ever be N 
holy name. 

1 he bleſſed 450 having Wend what wy 
friend Junius ſaid, told me, he now would” 
leave me to my friend : and ere I was aware 
the Prophet winged away. Who bavinz 
left us, I Aae, a ag thus - do __ wok 
friend. 3 5 
Epen. I could: not doubt; fad 1, my Fug 
of eſt Junius, but that thou wert one of che 
| Bleffed Inhabitants of this happy region: OY 
1 ſuch a bright and flamiug zeal as that bed 
df in the world made thee forminent, muſt needs . 
ot meet witl a ſuitable reward. 
to Fun. O Epenetus, anſwered he, wett cha 
a but once divefted of mortality, chou would. 
11, eſt have other thoughts than what thou haſt: 
d Thou wouldeſt then fee how infin mort 
d, they fall of meriting the leaſt W at E 
o- in the world below have done their utmoſt; 
X- and that it is only Grace free and unmerited, 
ld wet ones the ſoul to glory. For lesen s | J | 
| Keke ed at no other price, than that of the 
an cleaner s, Precious Blood: Whoſe RI 
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Love, and whoſe et „ is fo 
unſpeakably, ſo vaſtly great, eternity wall 


-. ſcarce ſuffice to utter it. 


Eben. Well, ſaid 1, worthy. . 3 
Jaun. Call me not worthy (ſaid he, inter- 
rupting me) for none are worthy here, but 


He that ſits upon the Throne, and the Bleſ- 


ſed Lamb of God: And to aſcribe all glory 
unto him, is here a great part of our happi- 
neſs; for there are Myriads of Saints and 
| Angels tound the Throne, continually, cry- 
ing with a loud, but yet melodious voice, 
| Worlky i is. to Lamb that was ſlain, 1o receive 
Power, and: Riches, aud ii iſdom, ard Strength, 
and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. No, no, 
cg he)- my Epenetns, Here is no a 
cnbing any thing to creatures: Here they 
that wear the brighteſt Crowns, caſt them 
before the Throne, ſaying, Thou art worthy, 


Lord, to receive Hurt and and and 


Power. N 

Eben. Dear 8 bear with me, faidT, 

A little, becauſe I am ſtill clogged with morta- 

lity: O, that I were but once diveſted of it! 

That J, with thee, might ſee, the Great 
Tire · Onez; and ſeeing, 5 

his likeneſs; which (as I have heard the Bleſ- 

' ſed Elijah tell); is the Completion of all hap- 
pineſs. 
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neſs, the Beatiick Vifion 1s that which does - 
indeed compleate our Happineſs. and fills E 
our ſouls with Love and Joy that is as -- fl 
ble ; and which is only known by them | 
that feel it. But you muſt know, my Epen- 


culties of all the bright intelligences here, can | 
bear bat little feos radiant Effluxes of Di- 
vine Glory, they are ſe overcoming: For _ . 
there is no compariſon between the moſt ca. 4 
er, of created beings, and tlie Ineffable = 
Glory of the Great Creator. — 
O Noble Junius, Lreplied, Lead; iy Wn 
believa what youhavefaid: But yetmethinks, _ 
5 am willing to know all I can never know _ 
of. And ſince I know there is no- 
thing more delightfu; than to be c always exer- - 
tiſed in the Gupiaying of the Glory of the 


Great Author of your Happinefs, deny not, = 3 


deareſt Funius, to your friend (for ſuch you “ 
know I ever was and am) the fatisfaction o 
hearing from your lips, the mighty wonders 
of Divineſt Love; that I may join with-you 2 
to ſing his Praiſe: Diſplay thoſe Myſteries of © 

his Providence, vrhich to the world below © 
are all @ „ but to your now enlarged 


The Praiſes of the Divine: Majeſty, 


— 


| je of our ſong throngh al the ages of — 


f | Þ love of all the bleſſed Saints and Angels here, 


to us: 


3 - _ tells us, We love ham yy he firſt loved 


| were poſſeſſed of: All that wh: andall ſha 
that we eujoyed, was wholly Wing t 
For Was le that e 2 not WE ou 
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nity; in which both Saints and Angels join 
together, and make up one great chorus. 
And therefore that which you have aſked of 
me, I will gladly undertake. That you may 
ſee, by that which he has done that he alone 
is worthy of your Love; and of thoſe praiſes 
we aſcribe-unto him. For the moſt ardent 


is nothing elſe but the Reflection of his Love 
For he that lay in Love's own Bo- 


Since, ther efore, my dear E -penetus,” the 


: a of God to us is the foundation of our - 


I 

2 
Love to him, let me preſent you firſt with b 
an idea of is Loveto us, and the advantages || h 
that we receive thereby, which are ſo very ||| G 
many, they are paſt reckoning up, the migh- | bc 
ty ſum exceeding all arithmetick can count.- tr 
But that I may, as you were intimating, fer jo 
things in a true light, I will firft ſhew you || pe 
how much we owe to his Love and Good- al 


neſs, for all his free and undeſerved Favours | an 
vouchſafed to us in the world bebe And : 
| or I to begin. | ob 
- Firſt; In the world below; ohne nts m: 


7 1 3 5 


s. And we were in his hands ſo like the clay 
»f Ml that is in the potter's, he might have made 
y I us other creatures: Nay more, we we 10. 
je much that negative from whence we were 
s | extracted, that had he pleaſed, he might tor -.. 1 
at ever have left us to that firſt nothing from 
e, | whence we had our being. Needs muſt his 
Love then be the firſt and original Fountain- 
- | Bleſſing ; all other bleings being but as 
d conduituipes, by which he does conv: y his 
e Love unto us; and he that ſees not through 
r all, is blind. Perhaps a man gets applauſe 
h by his wiſdom, and through his induſtry, 
s he heaps up treaſures. but was it not from 
y | Gop he had that wiſdom? And did not he 
- | both give and proſper all his boaſted induſ>: + : 
I try? Sure God as much gave ùs all we en- 
t joyed as he that gives a beggar a thouſand 
u | pounds, gives him his food and raiment, and 
all that a thouſand pounds can help him to, 
s and which he had been otherwiſe without. 
d | Secondly, But then, beſides all theſe more 
N obvious Preſents of his Bounty, there were 
o many things which in the world beloẽ-ww-we 
& [were delivered from, that do as much en- 
I hance the value of the Divine Godneſs to 
. us; which although perhaps leſs conſpicu- 
Ius, are no leſs prized by thoſe below, whom  * 
1 want of them makes Cnkble of their trus 
value. Should I, my Epcnctue; but leads 
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your thoughts unto the gallies, and ſhew 
you there thoſe wretched captives that lie 
_ chained unto their oars, expoſed to all the 
miſeries and hardſhips of a tempeſtuons ſea, 

and yet do, through the barbarous ufage that 


they meet with on ſhore, leſs fear the ocean, 


than any port, fave death. O, ſhould I 


draw the curtains of fick and dying men, 


and open to you that ſad ſcene of forrow, on 
which ſo many pine and languiſh by diſtem- 
pers, ſo very grievous to be borne, that death 
is rather to be choſe than life: Or ſhould I 
bring you ta the hoſpitals, and ſhew you 


there the various ſhapes of human miſeries, 


would you not, my dear Epenetus, think it 
a Mercy worth acknowledging, to be deli- 
vered from them? And ought. we not to 


prize that Divine Goodnefs . who has thus 


made us differ, and freed us from thoſe vari- 
ous ſorts of miſeries to which ſo many mor- 


tals are expoſed? Not but ſometimes his 


wiſdom fees. it meet to exerciſe his own be- 
loved children with long: continued ſickneſs 
and ſharp pains, and other outward great 
_ealamities:* But this my Epenetus, is ſtill a 
further evidence of Love, and that he might 
preſerve them from the far worſe contagion 
_ of their fins, or cure ch-m of the evil habits 
which they had contrafted, Have you not 
lcen, my Zpenctus, (when inthe world below) 
n e RT | 


* 
* 


. a * 


, 


. 


4 
cw #6 a 


. 


1 


z 
1 


* 
1 


22S go How Hoe.” 


* = * 
- , F 75 5 
* — 1 22 bo 
& 
& 4 
5 


2 ag ene by apply 4 peinful cauſtick to 
the eck öf her beloved infant, when threa- 
wv an apoplexy ? And have you not 
Tone fue d from it, {The thinks the trouble of 
n iſſue an iiſferior evil to convulſion-fits ? 
Is ben we lee the Exer- bleſſed God, our 
Heavenly Father, does ſend infirmities and 
cruſſes, to reſene thoſe he loves from under 
fin's domitiion,” xe ſafely may conclude; he 
thinks afflictton à far leſs evil than the quilt 


of fin; fineehe'i is too wiſe and too indul- N | 


4 phyſici ian to cure with ſuch r 
eee be worſe than the diſeſQ. 
ou may femember, Epenetus, that God 
ofes gives the Iſraclites a caution, leit 
proper (which'is'fo apt to make men for- 
e but their os: 4 ſhould make 


that ere — dies Tg Tae I 
was need enough of ſuch à cantion, ome 


were too apt to forget that God gave us our m 
corn, and our wine, and our oil. But, 1 . 


© Thirdly; The Divine Goodueſo exceed. 
ingly hubs the advantageouſneſs of. 
his apy ba to us, in that whilſt we were be- 


low, Wel Ve us ſo an earneſt of "4 
ry 12 | and! of — Th RE 
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bat confidler, thap here our faculties arp.nct 
| omly gratified with ſuitable and. acceptable. | 


Objects, but are ſo heighined and enlarged, 
that our capacities are both incꝛeaſed and 
filled. You know, that in, the world! 
a child not yet releaſed out f the homely 

n of the womb, can there have no ideas 


© of thoſe delights, which by the pleaſing noi- 
ſes and the glittering objects — will 9 — ä 


. 2 tbemſel ves to him after his birth, ill be 


_ . - affordgd him. And the ſame. child, 
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cannot imagine wha 
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of Perfection, and Perperaity ofall truc Joys 
being made happy (un 


ke to What philoſo- 


| phy lee to do) not by the confinement; 


ull fruition of our utmoſt deſires, which 


| neither fail in the choice of their objects, nor 


miſs in the enjoyment of them ; but are un- 
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ſo much admired. Thoſe Spirits of Juſt 


Men made perfect, of which the Divine O 


racles have told us, are here our Se ae and 
familiar company, into whoſe Bleſſed. Soci- 
ety We are not only welcome, but increaſe 


\ it. Here likewiſe we behold thoſe Glorious 


5 pirits, whoſe nature does inveſt them with 
r diſguiſes gave them, when the 


| peared us-below, would ſcarce ſu ce 55 | 


nder us from making them the objetts al | 
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But above all, we here behold, my 
Salus, a ſight worthy the dying for that B 22 
ſed Laws of Gos flain from the world's 
foundation i in the Divine Decree, that Glo- 
rious Saviour, of whom the Scriptures does 
ſo much and excellently entertain us; and 


cho having done and ſuffered. ſor much for 


Mp us, does ſo highly deſerve of us, both upon 
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came moſt ſhort of it, chat > Jeus 
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ſent them ſo to do, that Never man fpake-like 
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ſions both of the Prophet Danicl, ah 
Apaſtle John, appear to be wainted with 
each other) Ale in the parable ef e mi- I « 
ſerable ficht wan arid the 12 rar, the IN 1 
Father of the F aithful is Te) as know. 
| fly the p \ Preſet condition, il i 
ory of Lazarus: And the 0 1 
of the Gen tiles did (when in the world fl c 
ow) expect his converted and pious Thef- If 
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FJalbmians to be his Crown, at vides great day, 

when the havin turried many bao mY Aebtesul. 
neſs, ſhall as the beloved 2 dels us) Ne. 
_Fonfer a & lit — 2 geren: fo O 
I am ſure, my E have often read 
of the transfiguration of the bleſſed Redeem- | t! 
er in the holy Mount, where Moſes and Eli- E 
Ju were diſcourſing with him, and then you p 
Cannot forget how reatily the three Difciples al 
knew them. This was Fo other hüt a type e 
of Heaven, Where all the Saints are known In: 
toon another. yotourknowledgehere or 
is leſs chan that which Adam had in his firſt I th 
ſtate of 3 And yet you know that an 
Adam knew Evt his wife when the was- firſt gr 
tht to him, of tis fel her, ſhe was Gone of 
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Bud let me ſhew you; my dear Efenctug,. 
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the great advantages that the knowledge ok 
* other here, does bring to all the Blef- _ 
ed, 83 CEE 55 | | 1 
Here it is that the Bleſſed d well in an un- 
interrupted perfect Union and Communion. 
with God, and with each other; but with- 
out knowledge can be no agreement, ang 
without agreement, no communion; and 
where there is no communion, there is no 
happineſs; So that to think we did not know 
each other here, would be to think us ſnort 
of happinefs. Here, Epenctus,. the General 
Aſſembly of the Firſt-Born, as they receive 
their happineſs from the bright Viſion of the 
Ever. Bleſſed God, ſo they communicate th 
pureſt pleaſure to each other; an anfeignec 
ardent love uniting all that pure ſocietys On 
earth our love was kindled either from ſome 
natural relation, or other civil tie; or elſe 
on the account of ſome viſible excellencies, 
that render a perſon worthy of our choice 
and friendſhip ; But here our reaſons are f 
greater, and the degrees of love mcomparably '. 7 
nore fervent-: For in this ſupernatural ſtate , 
all carnal alliances and reſpects do ceaſe. The 
bleſſed 1 even when on earth, told us 
he had known Chriſt after the fleſt, fe knew © . Þ 
hum ſo no more © For by the Reſurrection and 
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nk into. another KELTY * tha commu- 


n with him as an Heavenly King, with- 


out low regards to the temporal privilege of. 


converling with him on earth. Our ſpiritu- 
al relation is more near and permanent than 
tue ſtricteſt band of narare; here we have 
all relation to the ſame Heavenly Father, and 
unto. Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace, and 


lead of our happy Fraternity, The princi- 
pal motives of love, even on earth, are the 

| inherent excellencies of a perſon. Wiſdom, 

* - Holineſs, Goodneſs, Fidelity, are mighty at- 
tractives to affection, and produce a more 
_ intimate copfederacy of Souls, than propin- 
* 18 in nature or any other carnkl reſpects. 


irtue is amiable in an old perſon, though 


* = rinkled and deformed; and vice is hateful 


in a baus s perſon, though beautiful. And 

2 on earth, my Epenctus, clear- 
er gyes than, than thoſe 'of fleſh, a purer light 
thay what is ſenſible, a diviner beauty than 


* what is carporal, and a à nobber love than what 


is ſenſual; which made the Royal Prophet 
declare, That all his deli, ght wag in the Excellent. 


But even Spiritual "get has Ks allays below; 
for there are relicks of frailty in the beſt of 


men there; and ſome blemiſhes that render 


* " themleſs amiable: But here the Image of 


God is compleat, by the union of all the glo- 
rious virtues requiſite to its Fee, ;- and 
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Grace a 
in open view ; the glory of the hleſſed 4 
is revealed in them: And ha! How. attrat- - 4 


Saints ſhining with an Immortal Lovelineſs 


ure of our tives below. How excellent then 
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exemplar; a Divine Beauty ſhines in them 
ever durable; a beauty that darts no contagi- 
ous fires; a beauty that is inviolable, and 
catnat:fuffer iiur). ß 
The true worth of the Saints below is ve- 
ry little viſible, the leaſt part of it being ſeen: 
The earth. is fruitful in its plants and flowers, 
but its riches are in mines of precious metals, 
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and veins of marble hidden in its boſom. Tus 
ocars in ſenſible actions, but ils g 3 
ry is within: But here their exxellencies a+ -. ; 
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tive is the Divine Likeneſs to an Hel, e? 


How does it raviſh me to ſee my Fellow- 7 
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And their love is reciprocal, proportionable- 


to the cauſe of it, An equal conſtagt flame 3 
is here preſetved by pure materials: Here eve- 


ry one is perfectly amiable, and perfectly e- 
namoured with each other: And O how hap- 
py 1 8 ſtate of Love! Well might the 
*/aljniſt break put into that rapture, Behold, '- 
how good and praſent it is for Bretheres ts dell | 
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together in Unity { Had he then ſeen that happy 


Union which he now hete enjoys with all the J 
Faithful Ones; Love is the beauty and the 
ſtrengtk of all ſocieties, and the great ple. 
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muſt be-the joy of the Bleſted here, who wit- 


nels the accompliſhmerits'of what our Savi- 
our, prayed for when on earth: That they 


99 


"Thee, © that they-alſo may be One in Us, The 
bleſfed God is ablolutely One in his glorious 
Nature and Will, and therefore is unaltera- 


hy bly 3ppPy ; and the inviolably unity of the 


unto the joy of all. 


compoſed of ſpirits luminous and active, faſ- 


Saints Love is a bright ray of the eſſential u- 


nity between the Sacred Perſons: Here Love 


effectively transforms one Soul into another, 
and makes the Glory of each Saint redound 
Such is the power of 
this Celeſtial Fire, where we burn, it melts 


_ and mixes ſouls in ſuch an intire union, that 
dy complacence and an intimate joy, the 


Bleſſedneſs of All is, as it were, proper to 
every one, as if every one were placed in 


the hearts of all, and all in the heart of eve- 


Ty one; and ſure where there is Love like 
this, all needs muft delight. -And how can 
it be otherwiſe, ſince in this bleſſed ſociety 
there is a continual receiving and returning 


of love and joy, with mutual reciprocations 
of endearment ; and their converſation and 
intercourſe is raviſhing: Think, Epenetus, 


what an entertainment of love and joy there 


i in the preſence and diſcourſesofdear friends 


below; how their mutual aſpect, like a chain 
ten 
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ten -and draw 5 their ſouls to one another ; 
And though there be no friendſhip on the 
earth without allays, yet the felicity of love 


conſiſteth in their converſation ; but what- 
ſoever is commendable in friendſhip, is in 
peifettion here; and whatſoever is an ally, 
occaſioned by men's 2 or their weakneſs, 4 


is all aboliſhed here, he bleſſed here; with 
overflowing of affection, recpunt the Divine 


Benefits; and all thoſe. admirable. methods, 
whereby the Life of Grace was firſt begun, 
preſerved, and carried on amidit temptationʒ 
the ſucceſſion of mercies in the time of ur 
hopes, and the conſug mation of all in this 
time of our enjoyment. Have you not yet 
heard, Epencius, the melody both Saints and 


Angels make abeut the Throne? And how 


they all concur in their Thankſgivings to 


God for making of them reaſonable creatures, 


ſuch as are capable both of loving and en- - 


joying him, when they might have been of 
the loweſt order in the whole ſphere of be- 


ings; for his compaſſionate care and provi- 
dence over them in the world, but eſpeciallx 
for his ſovereign and ſirgular mercy in elect. 
ing them to be veſſels of honour, and forhis 


powerful grace in reſcuing them from the 


cruel and ignominious bondage of ſin; for 

bis free Love, that juſtified them from al 

their guilt by the death of his only Son, and 
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re never weary, Epenetus, of this deligatful 
mercy that endures for ever: Yea, the wing- 
ed Cherubims and Seraphims aboutthe Throne, 


cry one to another to expreſs their zeal and 


Power, and the Glory of his Goodneſs. And 
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cContributing his part to the full muſick of 
- Heaven. O could the world below but hear 
the echo of thoſe ſongs wherewith the Hea- 
vens above reſound; thoſe ſongs wherewith 
the Saints do here triumph in the juſt praiſe 
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Joined with them; ; 


=o accrue to us by the knowledge of our friends, 
Ekindred and relations, and that which does 
” reſult from that communion Vt have here 
with God, and with each other; it is to me, 
my Epenetus, a mighty happineſs I here en- 
joy, in underſtanding ſatisfactorily all thoſe 

deep and obfcure myſteries of religion, which 
the profoundeſt Rabbies of the world ' below 
„were not aſhamed to own they could not ful- 
ly comprehend; but after all' the t and in- 
duſtry of their moſt anxious enquiries, were 
Re reduced 
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exerciſe, but continually bleſs him for his 


” . has now glorified them with himſelf. We 


3 jay in celebrating his Eternal Purity and 


O how unſpcakable is the pleaſure of this 
concert! Every foul being harmon ious, and 


| E - ad ſolemn adoration of the King of Spirits: 
How would it inflame their deſires to be 


B3eotc beſides all the happineſs that does here 
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reduced to ſit down with the great Apoſtle, 2 
| Rom. xi. 3. in admiration of that wn 
nd 


whoſe bottom they can never fathom. 
I acknowledge that it is to me a mighty plea- 


' ſure that here I underſtand thoſe obſcure _ E 
. paſſages of the ſacred Oracles, which not- 


| withſtanding all that bold critics and leamned - 


ex poſitors have attempted to illuſtrate, . do 
to the world below remain ſo fill: Nor 


can it be well otherwiſe, becauſe they can- - 


not diſcern how exquilitly the ſeveral parts 


of ſcripture are fitted to the ſeveral times, per- 
ſons and occurrences, wherein their all-fore- 


ſeeing Author intended moſt to uſe them; 


all which are obvious to us here, and con- 


ſequently we diſcern a perfett harmony be- 4 
tween thoſe texts, that in the world below -.= 


ſeemed moſt at variance. Here, Epenetus, 


we have clearly expounded to us thoſe rid. 
'dles of providence, which have but too of. 
ten tempted even good men upon earth, to: 
queſtion God's Conduct in the Government 
of the World, whilſt the calamities and per- 
ſecutions of Virtue and Innocence ſeem ap- 
proved by him, whe accumulates proſperity 
on their criminal oppoſers. Here we-are-': 2 


— 
9 . 
* 


thoroughly convinced, that all thoſe ſeeming 
irregularities which the-Heathens thought fit 
to impute to the giddy Whimſies of a Female 
Deity, are not only conſiſtent with the Di- 
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the beauties of his providence, 


ES Et 


% ze World to Come: Or, | 
vine Juſtice and Goodneſs, but are preduc- 


.tions of it, And though ſuch a belief do to 


intelligent perſons in the world below, ſeem 


à great piece of ſelf-denial, yet here it does 


1 - 


® 


| 8 as reaſonable, as there they find it 


cult. 


2 


For Bildad, who was one of Job's well 


meaning but unkind comforters, has told 
us long ago, Ihey that live upon edrih are but 


of. yeſterday, and know nothing, becauſe tlieir 


days there are but a ſhadow: And the ſhort- 
. nefs of the:r tranſitory lives not permitting 


them to continue long enough Ipectators, 


ſdwere to ſee above a ſcene or two at moſt of 
== that great play, acted by mankind on the 


Kage of the world, it is no wor. er that they 


ate apt to harbour ſiniſter thoughts of the 
contriver of a plot, neither the beginning | 


nor end whereof they are acquainted with: 


But when once the whole of the Divine Cen- 
duct in the adminiſtration of things ſhall be 
_ diſcloſed, as here it is, all thoſe revolutions 
and occurrences of empires, ſtates, families, 
and particular perſons, which mortals are ſo 
. Prone to quarrel with below, do here to us 
appear ſo juſt, ſo requiſite and ſeaſonable, 
things that while we were on 


that thoſe very 


earth tempted us to deny God, do here er- 
gage us to praiſe him: And indeed, we are 
not ſo properly ſatished, as ravifhed with 
But 
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ien, of an,. An 
2 But Epenetus, beſides this ral Provi- 
uc | dence of God, of whoſe adoruble wiſdom in 
to the conduct whereof I have been ſpeaking, 
em 4 we are here eſpecially tranſported with won- 
>eS | der and gratitude at theſe diſcoveries of the 
1 | Divine Goodneſs, which he is pleaſed to 
I] make of the reaſons of his diſpenſations to- 
. J ward: each one in particular. O Epenetuß, 
d have ſeen towards myſelf, not only the na- 
hut | ceflity and juſtice, but even the mercifulneſs 
of thoſe very afflictions that I once (when 
It- F upon carth ) imputed to his ſeverity; and 1 
ng am now fully convinced, no ſtroke IJ met 
rs, with in the world below (and you can tell, 
of my Epenetus, that there I met with many, as 
he J well as great afflictions) either came ſooner, 
e or fell heavier, or ſtood longer than the oc- 
he Þ caſion that extorted it exacted: And I am ſa- 
ag tisfied my hopes were never diſappointed, 
h: | but to ſecure my title to better things than 
n- . | what I hoped for. Nor was my intereſt (or 
| what at leaſt I thought then to be ſo) ever 


* 
- . * 
EN „„ 2 —Uͥ—˙ä 


ns || prejudiced,” but when it was more to the ad- 

s, | vantage of what was truly ſuch. Yes, Eße- 

lo I netus, all that unwelcome darkneſs, that on 

us earth ſurrounded my purblind underſtanding, 
©, is now.vyaniſhed, and did ſo at the firſt dawn - 

dn ing of this bright Eternal Day, wherein the 

:- | reſolution of all thoſe difficulties, which up- - 
re on earth not only exerciſed but diſtceſſed m 
h faith is granted to reward it, Here, 
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lere, Eßenetut, to draw to a coneluſion, I fr 
we do not only converſe with Saints and | 1 
Angels, but with that far more infinitely I iti 
Glorious Deity, who made them what they he 
are, without at all impoveriſhing himſelf: | .c 
Here we not only enjoy Heaven, but its |,, 
Maker, God; and ſee Him as He is, who I m 
is our All in All: Compriing all the goods ff .. 
ve value in the creatures, more eminently I th 
= 2nd fully than the bright re of the Nu. 
day excells the twinkling iapers of the night: : ar 
Poor we are here fo taken up with the con- Ich 
= templation and fruition of that Glorious 6p 
= + Object (in whoſe infinity all goods are both 
included and dilated) that ages numberleſs, 
As. are the joys of the Beatiſick Viſton, doth 
abound with, will ſcarce afford us leiſure fer 
2 diverſion to any other pleafures than thoſe jet 
ſelf creates; which are ſo numerous and ſo ſea 
intire, that we deſire nothing that we Have |, 
not, except more tongues to ſing mote praiſes Im 
to the bleſſed Gop, ora capacity to pay him Ive 
greater thanks for what we have; And even [ge 
thoſe defires does his gracious acceptance || ſat 
make, in being but cohceiy'd, accotripliſh'd. Ide 
For otherwiſe the reſidents of the bright Igr 
manſions do ſcatce know any othe want, 45 
bleſſedneſs of our condition reducing us a | |th 
Happy uſefulneſs of wiſhes, by ging eſs 
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full a pre · poſſeſſion of all the objects of de- 
on, ¶ fire. Here time, like fire, having deſtroyed 
nd whatever it does prey on, does, at laft, die 
ely f itſelf, and ſo goes out into eternity. And 
ney Þ here the nature of eur joy is ſuch, that tho! 
lf: after ſome centuries of years, they may ſeem 
its to wax older, by having been enjoyed ſo. 
ſhy many ages, yet do they really. ſtill continue 
ods as welcome and as freſh as at the firſt; It . 
Uly N the peculiar property of our felicity ; it al 
the ways is the ſame, yet ever new. Wearinefss 
ht. argues imperfection, either. in the object, or 
on- I the appetite; the ſormer of which is impof- 
pus Eble in Gop, an: the latter ceaſes here. | 
For our felicity is here ſo great, there is 
no need of variety to be a part af it, or if it 
does admit variety, it is ſuch a one as coniſiſts 
er ſonly in the further knowledge of its firſt obss⸗-- 
fe. jet, Gon; like that which may be ſeen on 
ſo earth in the diverſiſied refractions of the ſamne 
Ve [ſparkling diamond. In Gop there is, if! 
[es [may properly ſo ſpeak, - ſuch' an identical. 23 
im variety, that the fruition of him both ſatiſ- 
en ꝗ ſies and creates deſires: Tho' that without 
ce ſſatiety; and this without diſquiet; tber 
d. Idelights do, like the cloaths men uſualy wear. 
ht grow ſtale, and quickly are worn out: where-„ 
if, las thoſe heavenly pleaſures we enjoy parti- 
at gcipats of that prerogative of the garments . 
br the Aſraclites in the Wildernels, not impar-- 
4 I TIE. 
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ing be ha uſed long, but as the needle . er 
once touch'd with the loadſtone would never Iv. 
uncompell'd forſake it; but after ages cling Ita 
no leſs cloſely to it than at the firſt moment I tt 
ol their union. So do the bleſſed here with p. 
tlie ſame undiminiſh'd freſhneſs ever poſſeſs I ti 
their joys as if ech moment were the firſt Þ tc 
that they poſſeſs d them in. And if our hap- I al 
pineſs does not improve by our enjoyment I it 
of it, it is perhaps becauſe the greatneſs of it I b- 
does render it incapable of increafing : Or ce 
if our pleaſures do admit acceſſion they alſo 12 
do receive it, from the aſſurance that we | +; 
have, that we. ſhall taſte them ever, and I n. 
päjerpetualiy repeat the ſame renewed uti- jo 
ons, to an eteraiy endeared by nothing more || b. 
than by the quiet leiſure it does afford us, Ie! 
* undiſtratedly"to employ it in celebrating of I is 
=  Fhoval's praiſes; and in a condition hap- 
8 2275 in that by it we are paſt doing, than paſt 
fuffering ill. In brief, our inexhauſted joys 
are here ſo numberleſs; and ſo.immenſe, That 
| we ſhalb need 95 well as have) i itſelf 
do taſte them . 
But 1 5 E enetus, you ſtill are in 
| the body, and may be tired with hearing 
What I could be for ever relating, fo: vaſt is 
e happineſs that I poſſeſs, and ſo great plea- 
ſure is there in relating it. I hall now there- 
= fore oy further add one property - of our h. 
r | N | 9 


1 
? k 
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dle enjoy d hap ppipeſs, ; and that is, That the 
ver | vaſt multitude of bleſſed ſouls, that are par- 
ng | takers of this joy and glory, does been we 
ent J thing from each private ſhare, nor leſſen the 
ith I. propriety each happy Saint has in it in par- 
fs | ticular: This ocean of felicity being ſo bot- 
irſt tomleſs, that the innumerable company of 
p- | all the Saints and Angels never can exhauſt 
nt it: nor is this ſtrange at all, for 1 in the world 
It below, which does confiſt of many ſpacious 
Or | countries, and many of them divided by 
fo large . from one another, each ſeveral Ba- A 
ve | tion does alike enjoy che benefit of light; 
ad nor is there any can complain that they en- 
U- joy it leſs becauſe another does enjoy it too, 
re but all enjoy its benefit as fully as if none 
5 | cle enjoyed. it but themſelves. "lrideed there 
of J is this difference between the Sun of Righte- 
P- | ouſneſs, and that which ſhines upon he 
lt world below; that whereas the latter, by "2; 
Y* . his preſence eclipſes all the planets (his at- 
tendants;) the former, though radiant with 
a much greater ſplendor, will, by his pre- 
ſence, impart it to his ſaints; and ſo the 
\s | great Apoſtle of the Gentiles does inform you 
8 where he ſays, When Chriſt, who 15 our | ife, > 12 
HS appear, then ſhall we appear alſo with hom 1 =” 
in glory, „ 
"| It is the language of each. pleſſed ſoul. tk. 
4 his 9 1 _ my beloved s, and my bez 5 
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loved is mine, For each haye a peculiar claim 
unto him. And David (who, when he liv. 
ed on earth, was ſo well {killed in- ſinging: 
ſongs of praiſe to his Redeemer) ſays of alli! 
them that put their truſt in God, That h de 
frall chundantly ſatisfy them with the fatneſs ti 
tus houſe, and make them drink of the river fim 
is pleaſures: As if he meant to infinuate, thi 
that as when a multitude of perſons drink”! 
ol the ſame river, none of them is able tote 
exhauſt it, and yet each of them has the full 
\ liberty of drinking as much as he can, or ase 
much as he could, though none but himſelf tal 
- ſhould be allowed to drink of it: So who-· W 
ſoe ver enjoys God, enjoys him wholy, or at 
_ leaſt enjoys him ſo intirely in relation to his 
capacity, that the fruition of whatſoever reſts] 
unenjoyed in God is forbidden by the immen-· © 
ſity of the object, and not the pre- poſſeſſion 
, 880 
. Thus, Epenetus, I have given you a brie 
* account of our Cæleſtial Canaan: It is not, 
indeed, the thouſandth part of that which 
might be ſaid, yet it is enough to let you ſe 
. it is a land flowing with milk and honey: 
1 And may well enough ſerve to whet your 


longing for 'a more fruitive experimenta 
knowledge of it: for none can fully know 


=} the happineſs we here enjoy until they come 2 
be partakers oft. 4 
_ - Gai 5 Fiben. ab 
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lain Fpen. Junius having finiſhed his excellent 
liy.diſcourſe, I returned him many thanks, aſ- 
Iſaring him that I was ſo far from being 
allltired with hearing it, that I was exceedingl7 
t heldelighted, as well as informed by it; and 

5 chat 1 could not but be much pleaſed in hear- 

V ofging a deſcription of that happineſs, which, 
late] through the great ſuper-abounding merits of 
[nkwy Bleſſed Redecmer, I hoped in a ſhort time 
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to be parker of | 

Jun. Vo wait with faith and patience, | 
replied the happy Junius, uritil your mor- 
tal body be laid down 1s what is now your 
ho- work. And then you will know far more 
r aff than J have told you. You will hear, and 
) his ſee, and know things then after another rate 


reſts} than new you do. Your ears are not fitted I 


Viſions of Heaven, 87 4 


zen. now to hear thoſe melodies that ſaints and. 
Tor angels make before the Throne, nor can your”. © MM 


tongue repeat thoſe ſongs of praiſe Which I ü 
ri} here the Bleſſed make continually, Vu 


'% 


ſee) neſs of the glory that fills this happy place: 


has given you more ſuitable ideas of it, than 


how 7 2 ” Ber + N 5 o a 
ow things ; Which is a favour ſo great and inex- 


preſſible; that you have mighty cauſe to mag 


ben, abundant goodneſs you were admitte 


— 
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eyes (though ſtrengthened above thoſe ff 
other mortals) cannot yet behold the bright- '- 
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Though I muſt grant what you have ſeen, ; I 
all that q well below can make of heavenly 1 [ 


nify his greatexceeding Grace, ee 8 
5 4 i . , , off 2 pu” . , 


88 The Wild To Come: Or, 
Eben. That bleſſed work (laid. I) I never 


can begin too ſoon; and it is a work I hope 
will never end, but be as laſting as the cauſe 
of it.— But, Junius, ſince I have had the 
happineſs of this converſation with you, May 
I not alſo ſee my mother here? for Jam ſure 
ſhe is among the Bleſſed. She early did in- 
ſtruct me in the things of Gd, and cauſed 
me every day to read the holy ſcriptures; her 
pious exhortations firſt of all made me look 
after heavenly and eternal things; and on 
her dying bed gave me charge (whatever 


ſure, would much rejoice to ſee me in this 
place. 1 


deed; and will, no doubt, exult and joy in 
God on your account, as ſhe continually does 
on her own: But in thishappy place, world- 
ly relations ceaſe. Nor is there nale and fe- 
male here, but all are like the angels; for ſouls 
cannot be diſtinguiſhed into ſexes: And there- 
fore all relations here are ſwallowed up in 


 4her in the world below, you ſhall ſee pre- 
| ſently. He had no ſooner ſpoke, but taking 
me by the hand, far ſwifter than an arrow 
from a bow, we paſſed by ſeveral ſhining 
forms, cloathed in the robes of immortality, 
v ho ſeemed to wonder at meas I paſſed them; 
3 | | e eich 
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others did) to ſerve the Lord: She, I am 


Jun. Your mother, Epenetus, is here in- 


God: However, ſhe whom you called Mo- 


> Vifons of Favor, 


which I thought was occaſidned by my being 
there in the poor rags of frail mortality. But 


9 having brought me to my mother, 


or ſo I thonght her, though then 1 ſaw a 
ſhining form, faid to me, 

Jun. Farewell, my Epenetus, I have now 
done what you defired me: Your Guardian 


Angel will be with you firaight, and re- con- 


duct you to the world below: Where, when 
you come, remember that you do Hat ceale 


to celebrate the mighty wonders of Divine 
Love, who has ſo far indulged your weak 
neſs as to admit you hither, and with cor- 


poreal eyes. ta ſee the Immaterial Glories of 
the Bleſſed, _ 


Epen. The noble Junius having teft me, 


I ftraight drew near the ſhining form that 


ſtood before me, who, compaſſed round with 


rays of dazzling tuſtre appeared extremely 


glorious: : I hardly could behold her for the 


" exceeding brightnefs of her countenance, or 
elſe it ſeemed to me fo, 
with more intenſeneſs on her than on Elijah, 
or the noble 


' theſe bleſſed Realms of Light and immortality. 


Mother. Dear Epenetus ( ſaid my mother to 


me) for what J am, to Him that is on the 
| 55 Throne, 
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becauſe I looked 3 


untus : But taking it for grant- 
ed it was my mother, I thus addrefled her, IJ 
My deareft mother, I) Joy to fee you cloathed in 
that bright Robe of Glory, as an inhabitant of 
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Throne, and to the Lamb, be all the praiſe 
and glory; for he alone it is has made me 
ſo. The Robe of Glory, which you ſee me 


beams! Ah, Epenetus, had not the Bleſſed, 
for ever Bleſſed, Redeeming 7e/us, firſteloatk- 


ver ſhould have worn this Robe of Glory, 
I do not aſk you, Epenetus (ſhe continued) 
how you come thus to be admitted here, for 


A I have had already from Elijah, a full ac- 


„. 


1 
* 
8 
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Divine condeſcenſion has been exceeding 


great in this permiſſion; for which, eternal 


praiſe be given to him. Ab, Epenetus! 


Through how many dangers does Divine 


= Grace conduct our ſouls to glory! I cannot 
think but with the moſt admiring thoughts 
of Divine Love, how near I, once was to 
eternal ruin! I once was poor, and blind, and 
| + #aked; caft out unto the loathing of my perſon, 

and lay polluled in my filth and blood: But O 
the abundant grace that found me in that 
wretched ſad condition, and yet to me made 
it a time of love, waſhed me from all, my fulthi- 
nes, and purged me from my jin ! J once was 


/ 


and happy change ! Lnow am full of light, 
and love, and joy: I once was poor and 
miſerable, but now I am enriched with all 

OLE | Few that 


wear, is only the reflection of his own bright 


ed me with his Robe of Righteouſneſs I ne- 


count of that, and muſt acknowledge the 


nothing elſe but darkneſs ; but O miraculous | 


that Heaven can give, or I receive: I once? 
was naked and expoſed to ſhame ; but no- 


ing is the comparifo 
_ contrary extremes ! And O how pleaſant is 


This makes the Everlaſting Hallelujahs that 


viſhing, and more harmonious. 


7 
ſhould not think this ſtrange! The mighty - 


the ſubject i our ſong for ever. Nor ſhould 
you call mè Mother here, altho' IJ once was 
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I am adorned with robes of light and glory; 
] once' was under ſentence of Eternal Sepa- 
ration from the Diving Preſence; but now' WM 
I am poſſeſſed of God, my only life, and 
joy, and ſupreme goed. O how tranſport- - KW 
on of theſe ſo wide and 


the bright Day of Eternity, after a night fs 1 bt 
dark and ſo tempeſtuous! How does a vivid ä 
ſenſe of thoſe paſt evils, produce a far more MM 
lively feeling and: fruition of my happineſs. , "-"M 


I fing to my Victorious Deliverer, more, ra- 3 

Epen. I maſt confeſs I was amazed to find 
my mother in ſuch an extaſy and holy tran- 
ſport ; and could not forbear ſaying, Al, my _ 
dear Mother, you ſpeak like one that 1s indeed i 
Heaven, and feel the mighty Joys you are Poe. 1 JF 
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Moth. O Epenctus (ſhe replied again) you | 


wonders of Divine Love and Grace ill be 


ſo; for here all ſuch relations ceaſe, and are 
all ſwallowed up in God, who is alone the 
Great Fathet of all this heavenly Family- 
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* 8 Wal tel you, Epenetus, you are far 
re dear to me, as you are one that love 
and fear the Lord, and fo through faith are 


of my body. It is here our greateſt mercy 
that we have God the fountain of our happi- 
neſs; and all that we enjoy is in and thro” 
him, who is an object that is every way ſo 
adequate to all our moſt enlarged capacities, 
that in enjoying Him, we enjoy all that we 
can aſk or think. 
Epen. 1 then deſire to know if I ſho: id 
tell her in what condition I left my father 
and my brethren in the world below, when 
I was carried thither? _ 

Mcth. To this ſhe anſwered, No, fince I 
have put the body off, I have with that too 
put off all relations in the fleſh: Here God 

_ (aid ſhe) is all in all unto me, I have no 
W >. buſband but the bleſſed Bridegroom df my 
Soul; he who is fairer than the children of 
men; who is alone defirable to me: Nor 
have I here any relations elle. We are all 
Children of one Father here, and Servants 
of one Maſter, whoſe hleſſed ſervice is our 
g freedom e And as for thoſe I left be- 
d me in the world below, I have com- 
mitted them to God, in x yhoſc g -o0d pleaſure 
I am happy, whatfoeuge it 4 I ſhall. be 
Kar and * 2 | 


of 


his adopted ſon, than as you are the ſon born- 


ic tee them allheirs | 


* . 
L . Lat = ei” 
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6: of this bleſſed I nheritance; for ar fray | 
© | be well aſſured the will of God is ſo; Büt 
eit they ſhould cloſe in with the Grand Erie-. 
my of their Salvation, and refuſe the Grace” 
7 | that is offered them, and thereby: periſh in . 7 
- | their unbelief, God will be glorified in his 
| juſtice, and in his glory 1 mal {till rejoſce. 
But ſince, dear Epenetus, you muſt deſcend 
„again into the world below, you cannot bet- 
ter ſhew your love to God, and zeal for the 
promoting of his glory, than by endeavour- 
4 ing to turn them from the ways of unrighte- 
T oufneſs: Nor do you know but that might 
be one end why this peculiar Pnvilege has 
been allowed you. 

[ Whilſt I was diſcourfing with my mother, 
a numerous company Ae before me cloath-" 
d ed in long robes, white as the morning's 
I brightneſs, and purer far than any thing that 
„ever yet deſerved that name, each having 
f 
Ir 
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crowns of glory on their heads, which ſpark-' 

led forth refulgent luſtre ; and each one „ 
** || rying in their right hand a palm of victory? 
ts | And as they paſſed by I heard them ſay, Sa“ 
r . vation to our God who fits upon the — and 
to the Lamb: And another company, whe had 
a very glorious appearance, and covered their 
© | faces with their wings, whom I took to be 
© || angels, anſwered them ſaying, Amen. Bl 
rs. fing, . * and Tann 5 
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and Honour; and Power, and Might, be unto 


our God for ever and ever, Amen. | 
I then enquired what that great company 


were, that were arrayed in garments of ſo 
pure a white, with palms of victory in their 
hands? And I was told, they were the noble 


company of Martyrs; who having endured 


great tribulations in the world, and laid down 


their hives for the Word of God, and the teftumo- 


ny which they held, had now their robes waſhed 


in the Blood of the Lamb, and had palms in their 


& rands in the token of victory. I then aſked 
from whence they came? And- I was an- 
| ſwered, they came from under the altar where 
they had been crying, How long, O Lord, holy 
aud true, deft thou not judge and avenge our 


blood on ihem that dwell on the earth. 
Epen. I thought that all the ſaints her 


had that reft, and peace, and joy in God, 


which did not permit them to have any 


: thoughts of revenge towards their fellow- 


creatures: And I was the more inclined to 
think ſo, becauſe many of them had prayed 


for their perſecutors in the world below, eyen 
at the very ſtakes, and when they have been 


under the hands of the executioners,. and 


it ſeems ſtrange to me, that meek. and that 
forgiving fpirit ſhould be altered here in hea- 


ven. 1 | 5 . 
Moth, The ſaints here do, indeed, poſſeſs 
5 rt 
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Viſons 5 Heaven, 


chat coſt, and peace, and joy in God N 
is the ſum of all their happineſs; but having 
reſigned themſelves intirely to the Divine 
Good Pleaſure, they cannot but deſire God's 
will ay be fulfilled in all reſpects; and 
therefore knowing that it is the will of God 
to render tribulation to them that have troubled 
them; and that he does deſign to glorify him- 
ſelf, by bringing down his judgments on the 
antichriſtian whore, who * hath made herſelf 
drunk with the blood of the Saints, and of the, _ * 
Martyrs of b eſus, they cannot but defire the 
will of Go may be done, and that his name 
may be glorified ; which they know will be 
the reſult of his executing judgment upon 
the great whore; for when Babylonas fallen, 
a new Jong ſhall he put into their mouths . "Ml 
and then-1t ſhall be ſaid, Rejoice over her, Pi _— 
Heaven, and ye holy Apo files and Prophets, = 
Cod hath avenged you of her. Yea, then Wall Wy { 
they ſing, Hallelujah ! Salvation, and Glory, Þ 
and Honour, and Power, unto the Lord our 
God, for true and reghteous are his judgments,  Þ 
for he hath Judged the great whore, which did cor 
rupt the earth with her fornication, and hath 
avenged the Blood of his ſervants at lier hand; 
oY and therefore praife oui ay all ye has fervants, 
I and ye that . has name hoth ſmall and great. 
And again they fang Hallelujah. So that their 
a crying "under: * 3 benz, 0 en _ 
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S *.holy. and true, doſt thou not avenge our blood on 
diem that dwell upon the earth, is not out of 
Any. deſire of revenge, but that God may be 
= -glorificd for his goons Judgments. 
= Epen. Having declared my ſatisfaction in 

her anſwer; I deſired to know whether the 

' fouls of the Bleſſed underſtood what affairs 

were tranſacting in the world below, and 
whether they had any concern therein. 

Moth. To this ſhe replied, The dum of all 
our knowledge here is to know God, the 
fountain of our happineſs ; but as to the-af- 
fairs of particular perſons, we are not con- 
cerned with them, and are ignorant of them, 
Þ3ing {till finite, though glorified creatures: 

2 The being preſent in all places is an attribute 
peculiar to God alone, to whoſe ſeghit every 
=  Geature is manifeſt, Though the proſperity 
dor adyverſity of the church below in their mi- 


| 


= who are miniſtring ſpirits ſent forth to miniſter 
to thoſe that ſhall be heirs of ſalvation: And 
from what we learn by them we are excited 
to renew our praiſes to him that ſits upon the 
* throne, and to the Lamb for ever. Ihe ad- 
mirable providence of God in the deliverance 
and preſervation of his church, being what 
we reflect upon with the greateſt pleaſure 
greateſt ardency of affection, defiring alſo 
Si | + 2M 4 OS 
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litant ſtate, is repreſented to us by the angels, 


and delight, and Praiſe God for with, the] 
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chat his glory, and his peoples 8 happineſs : 


may be conſummate by the redemption of 


the whole church, which ſhall not be till the 
bride hath made herſelf ready, and the myſti- 9 


cal body of Chriſt be completed. 

Epen. I then told her, would only aſk: 
her one thing more (for I believed my con- 
ductor was ready to come for me) and that 
was, in what manner their time was ſpent 
in this bleſſed place, and what their general 
converſation with each other was P 


Moth. To this ſhe replied, O-my t penetus ! oY 
How much does that cloud: of mortality yo 
{ill bear about you, cloud your enderſtand-- 
ing, even in theſe bright regions: You ſpeak. 5 
of us as ſtill cloathed with mortal fleſh. and 
conſider not that here mortality is feallaed 
up of life, and time is changed into cternity, 
without ſucceſſion or end. It 1 is true indeed, 5 
that in the world below there is a o | 


flux of time, which is divided into kours, 


and days and weeks, and months, and years; | 
but here there is no. ſuch thing; hers, is no 


night by which days are diſtinguiſhed, nor 
circlirig orbs that. make. the ſcveral. ſeafons 


of the year; but one eternal. undivided point 
laſts here for ever: and therefore, Epenetus, 
here is no time to ſpend. 

But then as to the other Pe Four queſ : 
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each other is ? Eternity can only fully an- 
ſwer it. We all have work enough to do 
throughout the numerous Ages of Eternity, 


and that ſo very pleaſant and delightful, it 


both creates our joy, and ſtill increaſes it: 

What is there more delightful to the ſoul 
than knowledge? And you may then ſoon 
think how vaſt a field we have to trace it 
in. And as our knowledge does increaſe, 
ſo do the adorations we pay to the Divine 
Author of it: For this is cur peculiar hap- 
pineſs, that all our diſquiſitions here, of 
whatſoever kind, tend to illuſtrate the high 
praiſe and adoration of the ineffable Three- 
—_ 7. 8 | ; 
How many wonders of the Deity, my 


1 Ebenetus, do ſhine forth in the works of na- 
urg in the world below, which ſtill lie hid 


Wat undiſcovered unto the moſt elaborate en- 
Juiries into them? How many things are 
there below you know not how are done, 


»ot 


at 
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of fact be very obvious. Thele things are 
made intelligible here, and all their occult 


g alſo much contribute. 


vents, is ſuch a theme as ell becomes us here ; 1 
10 be N contemplating; and Which, 
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cauſes laid open to our view; which likewiſe 
does excite our humbleſt adorations and re- 
newed praiſes to Him, who is ſo excellent in 
working. 

And then again, the 3 Wan | 
as well as contextures of the cœ leſtial orbs 
(which vain aſtrologers in vain pretend to 
penetrate) are here both in their cauſes and 
effects, made known unto the bleſſed, who 
being filled with higheſt admiration, adore 
the eve /- fed God for all his works of won- 
der. | 

Not that we have this E barelyß 
by a ſimple intuition, but by the mutual *. 
eiciſe of our diſcurſive faculties, when dy 
oer kr owledgeftill becomes progreflive., Nor 
do I deny but that by intuition our here en- 
larged faculties receive a great addition; for 8 i 
here we at one view can behold more than 
we cen do ſuc. effively below in many years; * 
to which the ſw fineſs of our motiog. does 


But farther yet, the 5 of God's 44. 
mighty Providence, and with what wondrous — 4 
wiſdom he has over- ruled and governed A 
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the more We view, the 60 more we find vegas 
on {till to magnify the great and glorious 
name of the great Author of our Happineſs, 
Theſe contemplations, Epenetus, have vften 


been exceedingly delightful to me, when in 
the world below, where I ſaw things but 
Very darkly, and loſt much of the beauty of 
them, by reaſon of the vanity which was 
upon, my purblind underftanding, by means 
ot which, I could not ſee afar off : But now, 
that all my intellectual faculties are both en- 
a. and per fected, and I can ſee the whole 
of what I then had but a hort and imperfect 
View of; haw much more pleaſant 'and de- 
lightful mn it be? How much more muſt 
it magnify the wiſdom of the great Contriver, 


to ſee men eager in the proſecution of their 


ch: deſigns, and the fulfilling of their luſts, 
ot having a regard to any thing beſides the 
Kalistying of themſelves; and yet to ſec how 
All theſe things are over-ruled to the effecting 
of the Divine good Pleaſure, and bringing 
things, long fince decreed, to paſs, although 
thofe inftruments knew nothing of it, is in- 
- Uzed well befitting him who is ſo wonderful 
in counſel, and excellent in working : To whom 
be glory, and bleſſing, and praiſe, through 
all the endleſs Ages of Eternity. 

Thus the Eternal Father had decreed our 


Great * 8 be ark in . 
| for 


4 
, 
. . 
* 


| for ſo the Prophet Micak had c ed 471 | 
Uittle among the Thouſands 0 


time drew near he ſhould be born, the Bleſ- 


ed huſband, Foſeph, defigning nothing elſe 1 


F Was the way) that they might there be taxed: 5 
there the Lord of Life muſt then be born ac- I 


aimed only at his getting money, and vet 


about the fulflling of the prophecy, in 10 3 
| important a matter à8 the birth o the Mefliah. 4 


\ 
"i d 


Vike on K. Baue. 20 


ing, But thou Bethl:hem E hrata, tho they: Be ö 

+ Judali, yet out of 4 
"thee hall he come forth unto me, who is to be 
Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe gorngs forth have been fi 
from of old, from exerlaſting. But when the, 


ſed Virginlived at Nazareth, with her eſpouſ⸗ 4 


but to lie in therè; which would have con- 
tradicted what the Prophet Micah, by Divine A 
"Inſpiration, had long ago foretold: And 
therefore, at this time, Auguſtus Cæſar, the 
* Roman Emperor, uts out a decree, that all 3 
the empire ſhould bo taxed, and each one in 
his own city from whence he defcerided; and 
that both men and women: This cauſed the 
Bleſſed Virgin and her eſpouſed huf and to 
go to Bethlehem (big as ſhe was, and far as 


according to what Cæſar had decreed ; and 
cording to what Micah propheſied. Caſar. 
that aim of his, through the Divine Wiſdom 7 


'over-ruling it, was made a means to bring 


This tends exceedingly to magnify.the 688 4 
1 Wine and over-ruling Providence of. 
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þ glory, ang his people's good. 

You knew a perſon, Epenetus, in the world 
[ friend, and ſtay at his houle ſome days, fell 
don as he was getting upon horſeback, and 
| broke his leg, which put a ſtop to his intend- 
ed journey: This he. eſteemed a very great 
affliction; but in a few days after received 
| intelligence that his friend's houſe was caſu- 
ally burnt that very night that he intended 


ct — A FK : 
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This made him look on that . e at firſt 
ght to be an affliction, te be amercy to 
* 1 71 and that the breaking of his leg was 
but in order to the ſaving of his life, Many 
& ſuch inſtances of Diviac Love and Goodnets 
micht be given, which here the Bleſſed re- 
© tain alively ſenſe of; and mention in their 
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e Lamb. | 
Again, my Epemetus, here all the Bleſſed 
re eternally employed in ſinging praiſes to 
Him, Who by his wondrous grace has brought 
them to his glory. Here we ſee plainly that 
gulph of Everlaſting Ruin, in which we were 
- ſo*like to plunge ourſelves, had he not ſtop- 
ped our way. He often hedged up our way 
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grace, 
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with thorns, that ſo we might not travel to 


Goa, who governs all cvents to his own 1 


below, Who, having propaled to go ſeea 


to have lain there, and all the e- "ple 6. 


% 25 1 of praiſe and hallelujahs to God and 


A 


praiſe him thus, he ſtreams forth emanations 


you have ſeen and heard have this effect, to 


| grace, whereby he brough t wn Bis lt, N 


immortality. In the mean time, Walk wo I "1 1 


been puffed up too much for the abundant | 
revelations that he had received. Let this 


i example therefore keep: you humble: Humi- 3 


4 


Pike p — 


here repeat to one another, and join in one 
great chorus to his praiſe: And. whilſt we 


of his grace upon us, whereby we are aſſi- 
milated more into his likeneſs, nen 18 our q 
higheſt happineſs. 

Thus, Epenetus, I have anſwered your nes 
queſtion, which you will better underſtand. 7 
when you ſhall come to be cloathed with + 


thy of the grace you have received; and 
not Four attainments puff you up, but ge 
to God the glory of his grace; and let whath 3 1 


make you ſo. much mare abhor Fourſelf for 1 
your Own vileneſs. The great Apoſtle of _ 
the Gentiles, who like yourſelf was once 
admitted hither, declaxes he ſoon met Wit 
a thorn in the fleſh. leſt he ſhould elſe have 


lity will be be your beſt defence; fuch at | 
exalts, whilſt he the proud depreſſes. 

your Guardian Angel is coming ET Fl 
you, and therefare, Epencius,. fare-you-well © 


till next your come, and then we v al Part no "3 
more. REY 3's | - 


Hen, She had no foover ſpoke, but the. = 
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once more be 8 at PPE: hap 
hou ſhalt live for ever with all the Blelled* 
here. a 

Eben. Theſe laſt ere of the Angel ye 
as it were, put new life into me: For to leave -. 


tremely diſcompcſe me, and would have ren- 
dered me unconſolable, but that I knew the 
Divine Will was ſuch. But to leave Heaven 7 05 
Hell, was that which turned my very heart 
Vithin me. However, when I knew that 


that it was the Divine good Pleaſure that 3 


ſhodld be returned from thence to earth a again 
and there put off mortality, and then be rs 


conducted up to Heaven, I was a littlecom- T 1 
forted, and found within myſelf an entire 4 


Teſignation to the. willof God; and therefore 
ſaid with ſome aſſurance to my bright con- 


. duRor, . that which the Bleſſed G has or- 


dered, I ſhall be always willing to obey, EF 


v hoſe great mercy. I have already had ſo , | 


| Jarge EXPETrIens > 


That even in Hell wer J will nol Rat, 


OO T but JO tris preſence wth me there. . 8 3 


Ag. To this my mining Guardian an- 
ſwered me, Wherever the Bleſſed God vouch-- 


ſafes his Preſence, there 1s Heaven, and 


hilſt. we are in Hell, ke will be wWitk us. 


Epen. Then bowing law before the Al- 4 
hall mighty 8 * l 


er 59 Sought, my... 
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Heaven for Rath, was that which did ex- 
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Guardian Abel caltyed me ten ata 
"leagues below the Imperial Heavens, where, 
when I {aw thoſe mighty globes of fires, th of 
ever-burning lamps of the Atherial Heavens, 
I I thus beſpoke my bright Conductor; that I 
had heard, when I was upon earth, that each 
one of theſe fixed ſtars were Worlds; - and I 
believed they might; becauſe, though here 
they are of ſuch ami hty magnitude, they ſeem 
to us on earil juſt 7 

the earth ſeems here; although, indeed, the 
earth leems here more dark than they do un- 
rs thoſe that are on earth. But having ſuch 
aan opportunity, I would willingly be inform- 

del from you what truth there is therein. 
5 Ang. To this my ſhining Guardian an- 
5 vered me, To Him who is Almighty, there 
is nothing impoſſible; nor can there be a 
bound fet to infinity. The ever-bleſſed God 
took fix days time to make the world below, 


I 


ment, if he had ſo determined ; it was the 
putting forth of his Almighty Power that did 
effect it; and what that power can do, there 
is none can tell but he that does polleſs it. 
But from his power, to argue, it is his will, 


He does whatever he pleaſes, both in hea- 
ven above, and in the earth below ; and 
NOW he pleaſes to reveal. to us, we know ; 
| and 


ch ſmall Gigs as what 


but could as well have made it in one mo- 


is no good logick in the School of Heaven. | 
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and what he has not ſo revealed, are ſecrets - 
locked up in his own Eternal Counſel, which | 
it is a bold and preſumptuous curiofity for 
any creature to enquire into. There is no 
doubt but he can make as many worlds as 
there are ſtars in heaven, if it pleaſes him; 
but that he has done ſo, he has not yet re- 
yealed, nor is it therefore our duty to en- 
quire. 5 | 7 "4 pe ee 
By this time we were come down to the 
loweſt regions of the air, where I ſaw multi- 
tudes of horrid forms, and diſmal dark ap- 
pearances, fly from the ſhining preſence of 
my bright Conductor. 
Eßen. Theſe ſure, ſaid I, are ſome of tie 
vanguard of hell, ſo black and ſo affrighting 
de hen Ren. on 
Angel. Theſe are, ſaid my Conductor, ſome 
of the apoſtate ſpirits, that wander up and 
down in the air, and on the earth, like roar- . 


> ng lions, ſeeking whom they may devour :, 


\nd though they are fled hence, you will 
ee them quickly in their own dark territo- 

ries; for we are now upon the borders of the 
Infernal Pit, e 


wg 


5 : 
7 75 
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tor very true; for we were ſoon ſurround- 


1 Quickly Fund the TAP EY my Conduc 


1 ed with a e is much more black than 


night, which was attended with a ſtink more 

ſuffocat ng far. than that of burning brim- 

ſtone; my cars were likewiſe filled with the 

horrid ellings of the damned ſpirits, that all 
the ane? 


are on. the verge of Hell; but do not fear the 
power of the Deſtroyer, for my commiſſion 
from the Imperial Throne ſecures you from 
all dangers: Here you may here $20 devils 
ind damned ſouls, the curſed cauſes of their 


_ endleſs ruin; and what you have a mind to 


afk, enquire, and they ſhall anſwer yon: T he 
devils cannot hurt, you, though they would 


. 5 for 1 are de y him that 1 commiſ 


N  Hiopel 


_ diſcordant notes on earth were, in 
compariſon of this, melodious muſic. 
Ang. Now, laid my Guardian Angel, you 


ien Fo Wh. 


474 + 


ub; 


1 
S237: 


Woned:me,, Bo which 88 are Sb 15 
which makes them rage, and fret, and roar, 


and bite their hated chain, but all in vain. 
We, now were eome within Hell's Terri. 


fories,, placgd inthe caverns of the Infernal 


Deep; there, where carth's centre reconciles 
1 in 8, where all effects do in their cauſes 


ſleep :,There, in a ſulphuxeous lake of liquid 


fire, hound with the; adamantzus .chain of 
Heaven's fixed decree, ſat Lucifer, upon A 
burnigg throne ; his {horrid ey e ſparkl: ng 
with helliſh fury, as full of Ae his ſtrong 
pains could make him. Fhoſe wan exing 
hends, that, as we.came from heaven, fle 


before us, had (I perceived) given 1 notice. of | 


pur coming, which put all hell in an uproar, 
and thus made Lucifer to vent his horrid 


hemies againſt the Bleſſed. Gog; Which | 


he delivered with ſuch an ain of arpgance 


and pride, as plainly ſhe s, he on e Y 


power, but neither rage. nor malige, 
Lucifer, What would the H hunde rer ha 

ſaid he? He has my heaven ahead, . ax 

radiant ſceptre this bold hand fhould hear: 


10) 


— 


And for thaſe never fading fields ,of.Jinht, ö 


X my fair inheritance, confines me. Ae * jp | 
| dark houſe of death, Torrow; an&woe !,W 


would he have hell from me t00,;;that + Ade in- 


ſultz me here ? Ah! could I but obtain ang: 
N to wy i it +, 45 would make Heav: -n 


hake, 


{ 2 
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3 e 9 88 9 ofin oy face, that ever I ſet 
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| Ake and his e ee to N Ner 


| would fear the utmoſt uf his power, t 


Ough 


he had kiercer flames than theſe to throw 
me in. Though then 1 loſt the day, the 


fault was not mine: No winged ſpirit in 
- Heaven's arched roof bid fairer for the VIC 
tory than I did. But Ah! {continued he, 
with a changed voice) that day is loft, and 


I am doomed, for ed er doomed, to theſs 


ca. k territories ! But it is at leaſt ſome com- 
fort to me ſtill, that mankind's ſorcow waits 
upon my woe. And fince I cannot on the 


1 hunderer, I will wreak the utmoſt of my 


rage on tbe. e 


Epen. 1 was amazed to . Js impious 


| ſpeech, and could not forbear ſaying to my 
Conductor, How juitly Are his blaſphemics 
rewarded ?? . 

Ang. What you ba Naga from this apoſ- 


tate ſpirit, is both his fin and puniſhment; 


for every blaſphemy he belches againft Hea- 
ven, makes hell the hotter to him. 
We then paſſed on further, amongſt dil. 


mal ſcenes of unmixed ſorrow, and ſaw two 


without ceaſing 


_ wretched fouls ho rmented by a fiend, who 

g plunged/them in liquid fire, Wl 

and burning brimſtone, whilſt they at the 
ſame time accuſed and curſed: each other; | 


one of them ſaying to his tormented fellow- 


| {i * 9 
9 1 


nen o Fa, 5 es 


Wi 111 

on te x My miſc 1 of thee; 4 
t _ thee-{ ley i long was ty = 
the I perſuaſions brought me hither; thou didſt 
10 entice me, thou it was that didft inſnare me 
dic. thigs. It was, your covetouſenets and cheat. 
he, Ning, and your oppreſſion, and grinding of 
and the poor. that braaght me hither, wn If you " 0] 
ſc had but ſet me 2 good example. as vou did 
"M- ¶ an i 0 one, I might, For ou ht 1 know, be 
als ¶ been in heaven, and thors-b een as hap- 
the I py as I am How miſerable : Buf, O wretch ngk 
wy Brthat I was my following your eps hes 

made me in this wretched Vs and ruinet 

ous me. for ever O that I had never ſeen i hx 
my Face, or thou, hadſt never beth born to do 1 
ucs my ſoul that Wrong that you have done. 93 
|. The other reich W may I not Wy 
of- Jas well blame you ? For do you not \Fernem-- | 
nt; Wher how. at ſuch: a time and; place JO aid, 5 

entice me, and drew. me out," and a ſked 1 Wy 
fl would not go along with you, when' 


dil. Nas about my other bulineſs,, about my AW. 
wo ful calling ? But you called me . 1. and 

ho Wherefore are as much in fault as 1: hough . RR 
ire, MLiwas, covetous, yet you were proud nd : 15 
the f vc learned cf me, your coyetouſnels, lam - © -3 


ne. en of you my pride and — —. EL 
neſs. and though you learned of me to N DE 
et you learne me to whore, to. } 2 
yes Edt > a Thus, "OO III ed | _ 

you =. ol 


4 


"ny The World To Come: Or, 5 


vou in | fore tings: bY fumbled me as 


much in bikers; and "thErefore if 1 you blame 


ine, Fan blame you àd much. And if I 


have to aflſwer tor ſome of your: moRt filthy 


actions, vou have till to anſwer! for foe of | | 


. mine: 1 WIH Ven never had” come Hither: 
the very looks of you'do wound my foul, by 
bringing fa frei into my mind: It was 
with you, wth you it was. F{ianed,' O grief 
unto my bu} And ſinde 1 £8414 not, fhun 
thy cor: pany” there,” Ade that 1 could have 
been "WW: thout f here: in WOO u þ 
From this fad dialogue I ſoon perctived, 
that thoſe Who *com anigns upon earth 
in fin; Wall be ſo too in hell in uniſhment, 
And though. on earth they 15e ach other“ 
they will not care för it in hell. 
This, Tbelie ve; was the true reuſon y. Dives 
ſeemel 10! charitable to his bretlirers, that be 
would have them warned, that ſothey Might 
ot cone intofthis place of torment; it was 
e untohimſelf, and not to them, that was 
his motfye  becduſe had they cine thither, 
his torrzefits old have thereby been in- 
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But therelwere yet more tragie Jenes gf 72 
row; for- Leaving thbſe two e "wretches 
each other, tot beſhgamthorsofcach 

ner Mffer g we paſſed' ON f artHer, behold- 
ing 2 woeful e among 
eb t ae JOB 
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Pifrons of Til. 
other“, one Who ill had Haming ſulphur 


Of «hate : P were 
* - 7 F A * 4; 


3 
= 


a N 
1 id ” 
5 „ 


forced down her throat by a tormenting ſpirit, = 
which he did with that horzid cruelty and — þ 


inſolence I cdu Hot but fav to him: 


tormenting. of that curfed wreteh, as to be 
thus perpetually pouring that - flaming and 
infernal [gg down her throat? 

tion, Teplied the fiend : This woman in her 
life-timewas fucha fordid wretch, thatthough' 
ſhe had gold enough, could never be ſatisfied. 


His is no more but a juft retribu- 


o 


Epen. Why ſhould you fo delight in che 


o \ 


and therefote now I pour it down her throat: 


She card not who ſhe ruined and undid. fo 


ſhe could get thelr gold; arid when the had 


not let her {pend ſo much of it as to ſupply” 


herſ#tf with” what the common *necefhities. 
of life” required; for ſue then went 9 ben 


. 


amafelt5gether a greater treaſure Than ever - 


with att empty belly, though her bugs were 


H. or elfe ſhe filled it at another's charge: 
And as for her apparel, it ther never grew 
old, or if it were ſo, it ens Always ſo.ſur- 


plied with patches, that.at laſt it was hard 


to ſay which piece was an original. as it is 
among the learhed men on eatth to find ont 
the original of Ate, She, kept no houfe, B. 
cauſe ſhe would not be taxed x nor keep her 
treafure in her Hands, for fear ſhe ſhould be 

e , rohbed; 


— 


* 


— 


— 


the (0 -I {pe J. her love of money would” 


- 


* . Word to Gor: o. 


robbed; xarAdet' it; out hens 700! "yy 
and moitgages,, fox.cfear. of being cheated ; 


. although ihe ever, cheated all ſhe Spuld,, and 


was her {elk iq 8 150 cheat, : ths, ch heated her 
own body af its toqg, and her own foul of 
mercy. . And yet this curled wretch had but 
ONE. child in . Ph 150 whom 
ſhe had brought wp; io, enen ,Nq. more 
how to. uf 2 of It. ys ph 5 Impther did. 
Since gold then Was her od on garth, is it. 
N that ihe ſhould have heb) elly- full: in 
he 6 , 
Epen. When hert tarmgntor 280 ie (peak: 
_ ing, Laſked her whether what he. faid were 
true or 51 7 60 this De an erg me,, No 1 
to my griet.it18.not... Ho rief, 
Taid 15 e grief, Bid ee 8 
were that whach: my for mentor tells, "you, true, 1 
fhguld ee he tell you,, "that it is 
gold that be ours down my throat; but; he 
55 a: lying 7 devil, ang ſpeaks falſely, : were it, 
but gold, I nev ver, ſhould” complain; ut he 
; abulgs me, Ang; in the ltead, of s old, he only 
gives weh orrid. tink ing 10 Hall I my 
gold, I aal be, hap y stel; ich 1 10 
8 Jah e, that if T A. it; bete, 1 
wou heaven With it, to be* removed 
. from Ls 4 A1 1A Io. 1555 Roe As 
I could. not tg grbear telling;my conduRtor, 
I * e to en wasche in hell itſelf, 


* 


ſo 


vhilſt 3 in th 5 ee 
GL CR 


is ſin 
love of that Pte Vails 
And therafore? 1, 18 f ie gre eateſt of all Paptſhe. 
ments t. to be abang oped. to the tos: of- fin, 


nor have regard. to whe f his ward co :ONta 410 ; 


{o. to 5975 upon; ee riher a and that, 99, 1 
convince" Fou-it 5 


evils; al Cots 
that” foul 18 Toft : FORevert” 


An his may (aid 
ear 1s the's 1 


The love 2 05 to 1 80 He cur fed, 0 fea- | 


to th lis ene e of 705 het, 20 21 el hold ; 
bricks of « Jamned als, they could not be 
in love wit fin again. 


Ang. Eternal ratl has tend us boch ale; 
For t olg that will 155 fear his 1 


will not be warned, | hough or one ect ca 0 
from hell. 1 5 . 
We had not Sie th mate, beſte | 
we aw 3 a wretched {oul lie on? a bed ofburn- 
ing ſteel, almoſt. choad, with 3 mn None 
Who POPs | out, as one ufider a dreadh it Ane 
guiſh, rn of deſctipti6n; wh 12 85 ade! 
me deſire of 0 5c conductor to 130 ay a hie | 
that I weht n more 2 trendfyely to what | 
he ſaid and e Heard 15 tea, 

AS follows, | | 
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Fe - undone , myſelf! O What 
TS mentary , pleaſure, t the dear Tat f eber⸗ 
laſting 


_ Ne watt To- ce Or, { 
Ah, rdiferable BER | Vikone! r ever 


| for ever LO theſe killing words For cur.! 
will not a thouſand thouſand years ſuffice, to 


bear that pain, which, if 1. could avoid it 1 
would not bear one momen 'for a thouſand” 
thouſand worlds ; $6. Mes m miſery never 


Vill have an end; ter the 0 ouſand thou- 
fund Fears, will be 11 cher ſtill. O hapleſs, 
4 | helpleſs, . Ce 


{tate indeed! Lis this For 
ever is the hell of hell! O curſed wretth! 
Curſed to all eternity! Hod wilfully Pave! 
ſnpendots fol'y 
' guilty.of, to chooft fing ert and. mo- 


ain! How oft have IL. "Be en 'told it 


at ſo! How often preſſed to leave 


thoſe paths of ſin; that would he. fure to 
bring me to the chambers of, eternal death! 


But I, like the deaf adder, lent « car unto 


thoſe Se mee, though they charmed iv 


wiſely. They told me often, r. my fhort- 


lived pleaſures would quickly iſſue in eternal 


in; and now too ſad exper 1ence tells me ſo, 
it tells me ſo indeed, but it i is too late to help 
it, for my eternal ſtate is fixed fore ever. Why 
had I reaſon given me! Why was I. made 


with an immortal foul, and yet ſhould. take 
ſo little care of it! O how my own neglect 


ſtings me to death, and yet I know I cannot. 
1 molt nod die! But live FOG) life, worſ 


than 


* 


| „ | A F 
than ten thouſand deaths; and yet I might 


. Pons of Hell. 117 


— F 4 


once have helped all this, and would not! 
O that is the gnawing worm that never dies ! 
I might have once been happy, fatyation once 


was offered me and I refuſed it: Ah! had 
it been but once, yet to refuſe it, hac been 
a folly not tobe forgiven, but it was offered 
me a thouſand" times, and yet fwretchithark 1 
was) J ilt-as' often refuſed it. O curſed fin; © 


that with deluding pleaſures, bewitohesrman- 


kind to eternal ruin! Gon often called but ; 
| Vs often refuſed, be ſtretched his hand out, 
but I wonld not mind it. How often have 


I ſet at nought:his'courifel.} How: often have I 


ſtruction which is cme upon me. Hd would 
have helped me ones; but then I woutd nov; 


i 


of my own'doing! , wie Ng 1h 


I refuſed his teproof ! But nobꝰ thei ſcene is 
changed che cafe ig altered: for now he 
laughs ar my calamity, land mocks at that de- 


and therefore thoſe eternal miferies I am con- ? 
demned ois but the juſt rer ard 


I could not here this doleful la mentation? 


without reflefling* on the wonderois grace 


the ever blefled God hay men. to me: E- 


ternal praiſes- ud bisl holy? name! For my 


heart told meg thar T htd deſerved #8/ much 
as that fad $8tch,vtobuthe* object of eier 


us differ te 5 ry e e nen 
N 


nal Wrath; add it is His Grace alone hag made 
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KK ſuch as can admit of no relief, no not for 
sone ſmall mument. But by he queſtion you. 
baue aſked, 1 do-perceive you are a ſttanger 
pere; and may you ever he ſo. Ab! had [ 
but the leaſt ho opes fill remaining, how would 


-v -- © = T- 
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'. dermed from hence! But ah, it is all in vain, t 


133 Our 3 this . are 
of twoſorts, What ve have loſt aud what we 


. 2 5 Tit * 2 to Comer Or, 


5 15 Aud whocan fathom his divine Decree th 


EM to the doleful complainer, and told him, I 
bad heard his woful lamentation, by which 
6.4 perceived his miſery was great and his !oſs 
irreparable; and told him, I would willing 
bh de 1 of it more particularly, which | 
1 wie poſbly be fome alleviation as his os 
1 ing. 95 


their ſeveral b the fad rig 
MD oe + oe Spies <a what 1 feel. - 
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Oos. Seele a uncl. bet 
After theſe refleQtions, I addreſſed my ſelf 


re «Ss oo cms 


c 


am Seul. No. not all; 257 in are 


wy! fg @ = ©@a 


Eknee), and cry; —.— ray ſor ever, to be re- 


Dm toſt forever" |; Fe y 
_ that your may beware r of coming 00 
hither, » tell you Ls 64 the 'd ſuffer 8 


„ % 1 
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here. A 


undergo: And theſe I will reduce eaeh to 


chen fox whatiwe haue loſt. 
. poke this fad dark abode of miſery! nd 
form, we have * of * — 
1 Ou 
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bon, Hell.” OY AG IM 
of EY N. a 7 * 


5 blefſed 0 OD; Aga this is FN which. * = 3 
mis dungeon, Hell. Though we had loſt 
E thouſand Worlds, it would not be ſo much 
1f as this one loſs : Could but the leaft a e 
1 Jof his fayour enter here, we might de hap- 1 
k py: ; but we have loft ie 0 our ren” 1 
14 Fry 1921: yrs 
a 8 have bkewiſc loſt the compa- - 
h ny ef Saints and Angels, and in their room 
. hae” nothing but g Deriis. 
Here ve have loſt Heaven too, the ſcat 1 5 
ſſedneſß: There is a deep gulph be⸗ Do 
wy of us and Heaven, fo that we are {hut 7 
out from thence forever. Thoſe everlaſting 
r gates that let the Bleſſed into Happieeſs, are 
Ino for ever ſhat againſt us here. . 
d 4. Here we hare alſo loft alt pity; and”. = 
* ! is to tlie mliſerable a great Joſs: To hae 8 ; 
that God, who does {o pity liners; that he 
bete f. h 4 beloved Son 10 die for them; _- 
o be fo far from pitying us; that he rejoices 
0 in our miſery, ai 8 il do ſo for ever, « thazt 
which ſtings us to the very heart, and makes 1 

e our miſery beyond meaſſte miſerable. + Ant 
what caf be more'cruel aud tormenting, than - 
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e : 
o Ito have iat Redeemer; that gives his vet, 
n [blood for others, deny to pity-us?. Nor wilt q 
Ihe faints and angels pity. us but Whilſt we 
Pere are howling in gur mifery, under the 

d. W of 15 eta God; the inte m 
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n e Med i Cone: 055 
£% ſhall rejoice that we are 3 and: God 


Fa wietched, we ha ve loft. the hope of ever be. 
5 ing in a er ſtate, which renders our gen- 


the moſttniſerable, bas, yet dana daft asg ro, 
verb bers That.were it not fun, the heart 
would break. Well may our dae reals then 


fince we are bere both without hope and 
help. This is what we havenloſt ; which, 


ments; ;, we are tormented, berg: e thouſand, 


. ——— .. ————— 
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glorified in our deſtruction. Behold thedif 
25 iſſue of our fin! 1 {amd 4» tes 
5. Lo make our wretchedneſs yt far more 


dition truly hopeleſs. He. that upon Garth ls 


ſerve. And. thergfore, it is a ommonpto. 


but to think on, is enough vo nd. yend, 
and gnaw upon Our miſerahle fopls-fgr! eyer, 
Yet, O that this were all}, But, Vie have ſenſe 
of pain as welb as loſs: And have ſhewed 
vou what we have loſt, I am now ta hen 
you. what We under go 

1. And firſt, We undergo-vatiety "of cor. 


nay ten thquſands ſeveral ways. „They, that 
are .moſt' aflited-. uon curih, -haye” ſeldom 
any more than one diGowpPerat time: But 
ee they have the; plagus, The gout, the 

ſtone and fever at 2 time, how; miſerable 
woul |.they;thinkythemfſe] year l. Y.£t-ell thoſ 
are hut like tho bitiagcof, flean 10 "corny into 


lerable pungent paiq; thay Ve end Alen a 
V have all. oel . r * 


Eben of Hell, lar 
Lis grapple with: Here is fire. that -is unquen- 

lif chable to burn us with; a lake of burning 
brimſtone ever choak ing us; eternal chains 
to tye us; here is utter darkneſs to affright } 
be. Jus, and a worm of conſcience, that gnaws 
upon us everlaſtingly: Ard any one of theſe 
his 15'worle to bear, than ail the torments man- 
kind ever felt oweatth. . 


— 2. But as or torment&here are var ous, 

gart Iſo are they univerſal too; afſlicting each part 

dem ol the body, and tgrmenting all the powers 

and Hof the ſoul; which 'renders what we ſuffer 

ich, I moſt unſafferable. In hoſe diſtempers vou 

and, Imen are ſeized withal on earth, though ſomm 
ver. Darts are afflicted, other, parts are free; al. 
enſe Fhough your body may be out of order, your | 
wed Read may yet be well; and though your head 
new e ill, your vitals may be free; or though | 


our vitals be affected, your alins and legs 
ay ſtill be clear. But here it is otherwiſe ; 
ach member of the ſoul and body is at once | 
ormented, 


That 

dom The eye is here tormented with the fight 7 
But pf devils, who do appear in all the horrid. 3 
the apes, and black appearances that fin can 
rable give tliem, The ear is continually tormented = 
thoſe ith the loud yellings and continual outcries 

: g40- f the damn. The noſtrils  {rBhered with. 
Hers ulphorcos: bes; the tongue with burning 
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opportunities we had of being ſaved, Our 


© ing worm. 
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of liquid 8 Pn” all the powers and fa- 
culties of our ſouls are here tormented : The 
imagination, with the thoughts of preſent 
pain; the memory loſt, with reflecting on 
\ went e heahth we "Wie loſt, and of thoſe 


minds are here tormented with conſidering 
how vainly we have ſpent our precious time, 
and how we have abuſed it. Our underſtand- 
ing is tormented in the thoughts of our paſt 


D 
pleaſures, preſent pains and future ſorrows, 


* 


which are to laſt for ever. And our conſci. 
ences are tormented with a continual gnaw- 


3. Another thing that makes our miſery 
inſupportable, is the extremity of our tor- 
ments: the fire that burns us is ſo violent, 
that all the water in the ſea can never quench 
it; the pains we ſuffer here are ſo extream, 
"that it is impoſſible they fhould be knownby 
any one but thoſe that feel them. Vingictive | 
juſtice here diſplays its power in the ſuſtain- . 
ing of ous dying lives, under thefe great and} 
'cr<Clating pains, Which icarce an angels . 
_ "ſtrength could undergo. þ 

4. Another of the ſad ingredients of our x 
miſery is the continuity of our Torments: It 
As various Rid as univerſal, and as extream 
violent as they are, they are continual too; tl 


nor have we the leaſt intermiſſion from them, tc 
| ou, 


our miſeries are both extream, and always 
ſo. If there were any relaxation, it might 
be ſome allay: But this makes our condition 
ſo deplorable that there's no intermiſſion of 
our torments, but what we ſuffer now we 
muſt for ever ſuffer, This cauſes a hatred 
to ariſe in our hearts againft God; and our 
hatred againſt God continues our miſeries 
upon us. | 8 e | 

5. The ſociety or company we have here, 
is another Ingredient in our miſery : Torment- 
ing devils, and tormented ſouls, are all our 
company; and dreadful ſhricks and howl- _ 
ings, under the fiercneſs of our pain; and 
fearful execrations againſt him whoſe power 


and juſtice keeps us here, is all our conver- 


ſation. And here the torments of our fellow- 
ſufferers are ſo far from mitigating our miſe- 
ry, that they increaſe our pain. 
6. The place in which we ſuffer is another 
thing that increaſes our ſufferings: It is the 
abſtract of all miſery, a priſon, a dungeon, 
a bottomleſs pit, a lake of fire and brimſtone, 
a furnace of fire that burns to eternity, the 
blackneſs of darkneſs. for ever ; and laſtly, 
Hell itſelf. And ſuch a wretched place as 
this myſt needs increaſe our wretchedneſs. 

7. The cruelty of our tormentors, is ano- 
ther thing that adds to our torments: Our 
tormentors are devils, in whom there is no 


Lz pity 


. / 
* 
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pity but being tormented themſelves do yet 


take pleaſure in tormenting us. 
8. All thofe particulars that I have reck- 
oned up, ate very grievous ; but that Which 
makes them much more grievous is, that they iſ 
{hall ever he ſo; that all our moſt intolera- 
ble ſufferings ſnall laſt to all eternity: 0 
wretched ſtate of men] To be the everlaſting 
objects of God's revenging juſtice : Depart 
from me, 'ye-curfed, inlo everlaſting fire, is that 
which is perpetually founding in my ears, 
O that I could reverſe that fatal ſentence !-Q 
that there was but a bare poſſibility of doing 
it! What is it that I would not do er ſuſſer 
to effect it? And yet Almighty Power can 
 .anflict no more than what I ſuffer now. But 
that J ſhall for ever ſuffer it, is what I know 
not how to bear; and yet what I muſt ever 
_ undergo. Thus have I ſhewed you the mi- 
ſerable eaſe that we are in, and ſhall be in 
for ever. 105 = 
This wretched ſoul bad ſcarcely made an 
end of what he was ſaying, before he was 
afreſh tormented by an hellifn fury, who bid 
him ceaſe complaining, for it was in van: 
Beſides, ſaid he, do not you know you have 
deſerved it all? How often were you told 
of this bctore,- but would not then believe it! 
You laughed at them that told you of a hell; 
nay, ycu were ſo preſumptuous, to dare Al- 
RT | & 01 mighty 
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7 - mighty Juſtice to deftroy you? How often 
ck. have you called.on God to damn you? And 
do you now complain that you are anſwered 


_ according to your wiſhes? What an unrea- ] 
. ſonable thing is this, that you ſhould call ſo 


" O Þ often for dainnation, and yet be ſo uneaſy 
under it? You own yourſelf, you had falva- | 
tion offered you, and you refuſed it with 

hat what face then can you complain of being 

| damned? I have more reaſon to complain 
0 chan you, for you have had a long time of 
repentance given you; but I was turned to 
Nor hell as ſoon as I bad ſinned: You had ſal- 

| vation offered you, and pardon and forgive- 

But neſs often tendered you; but I never had 

any mercy offered me; but was configned, 
as ſoon as I had ſinned, to everlaſting puniſh- 
ment: If I had had the offer of ſalvation, I 1 
never would have ſlighted it as you have | 
done: And it had been better for you, that 
you had never had the offer of it neither; for | 
then damnation had been eaſier to you: Who 

did io you think ſhould pity you, that would 

be damned in ſpight of heaven itſelf? _ 

This made the wretch cry out, O do not 
thus continue to torment me, I know that my 
deſtruction is of myſelf : O that I could for- 
get it! The thoughts of that is here my great- 


my | Mt! plague: I would be damned, and there- 4 | 
hty fore juſtly am fo, = 5 "2 
* ect "4 1 
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Then turning to the Fiend that tortured 
him, he faid, but it was through thy tempta-ſ 
tions, curſed devil: It was thou that tempt- 
edſt me to all the fins I have been guilty of; 
and doſt thou now upbraid me? You ſay you] 
mever had a Saviour offered you; but you 
- ſhould call to mind, you never had a tempter 
neither, as I have had continually of thee; 
from whoſe importunate ſolicitations l never 
could be free. 

To this the devil ſcornfully replyed, I own 
it was my buſineſs to decoy you hither ; and 
you have oft been told ſo by your preachers: 
They told you plain enough we ſought you: 
ruin, and went about continually hke roar- 
ing lions, ſeeking whom we could devour; 
and I was oft afraid you would believe them, 
as ſeveral did, to our great diſappo ntment: 
But you were willing to do what we would 
ware you; and ſince you have done our work, 

it is but reaſonable that we ſhould pay your 
wages. And then the Fiend tormented him 
' afeetk; which-cattſed: him to roar out ſo hor: 
. ridty, I could no mater ay to hear him, and 
fo paſt away: 

Eben. How diſmal, ſaid 1 Cog to my con. 
dukte, 55 the: condition-of thele damned 
ſouls! They are the devil's ſlaves while upon 
Fearth, and he upbraids, and then tormentz 

hem for it, when they come to Ne: 2 
a and 


mo 
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Angel. Their malice againſt all the race of 
Adam, ſaid my conductor, is exceeding great, 
becauſe the Bleſſed Redeerper dyed to ſave 
them, and they enjoy that happineſs from 


which thoſe ſpirits were caſt down. And 
tho' it is impoſſible they ſhould prevail upon 


the Elect, ſo as to make one periſh, yet ſince 
they know not who'they are, they ceaſe not 
to tempt all to fin, by all the means they can, - 4 


as knowing that is the way to mak them 


miſerable : And Becauſe many ſouls are ig- 
norant of their devices, they eaſily prevail 


upon them to their eternal ruin. And how. 
they treat them here, for liſtening to their 


temptations, you have ſeen already, and will 


ſee more of it quickly, And though they de- 


1t to ſatisfy the rage they have againſt them, 


as they are men, yet are they therein the Al- 
mighty's Agents, and the juſt executioners 
of his deſerved vengeance againſt fin ners, who 
wiltully deſtroy themſelves, by liſtening to 
the devil. | 


Paſſing a little further, we ſaw a multitude 4 


of damned ſouls together, gnaſking their 


teeth with extreme rage and rain; whilſt hers 7 
tormenting fiends, with helliſh fury, poured * i 


liquid fire and brimſtone continually upon 


them; they, in the mean time, curſing God 


themſelves, and thoſe about them, in blaſ- 


pheming after a tremendous manner. 


* 


} 


— 
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I could not forbear aſking of one fiend that 
ſo tormented them, who they were that he 
uſed ſo cruelly ?. Said he, 


| Fiend. They are thoſe that very well de- 


ſerve it: Theſe are thoſe curſed wretches that 
would teach others the right read to heaven, 
whilit yet themſelves were ſo in love with 
hell, that they came hither. Theſe are thoſe 
ſouls that have been the great factors of hell 
upon the earth, and therefore do deſerve a 


particular regard in hell. We uſe our utmoſt 


diligence to give every one their ſhare of 
torments, but will be ſure to take care theſe 
mall not want; for theſe have not only their 
own fins to anſwer for, but all thoſe too, 
whom they have led aſtray, both by thei! 
doctrine and example. | 
Eßen. Since they have been ſuch great fac- 
tors for hell, as you ſay, methinks gratitude 
ſmeuld oblige you to uſe them a little more 
kindly. _ | | 
Tiend. To this the impudent fiend anſwer- 
ed me, in a ſcoffing manner, they that ex- 
pect gratitude among devils, will find them- 


ſelves miſtaken ; gratitude is a virtue. but 


| we hate all virtue, and profeſs an immortal 
eamity againſt it: Beſides, we hate all learn- 
ing, and were it in our power, not. one of 
them ſhould be happy. It is true we, do not 
tell them ſo upon earth, becauſe there it is 

* = | OUT 
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our pick to latter and delude them; but 
when we have them here, where they are 
faſt enough (for from hell there is no redempti- 
on ) we ſoon convince them of their fally i in 
believing us. 

Epen. From the bicourls I had heard of 
this and other of the devils, I could not bit 


2 


reflect, that it is infinite and unſpeakable ©. 


grace, by which any poor ſinners are brought 
to heaven ; Conſidering how many ſnares aud 
baits are laid by the enemy of ſouls to intrap 
them by the wav; and therefore it is a work 


well worthy of the bleſſed Son of God, tio 


ſave, Eis people from their fins; and to deliver 


them from-the wrath to come. But it is an 
unaccountable madneſs and folly in men to 


ref..ſe the offers of his grace, and to cloſe in 
with the deſtroyer. 


Angel. It is fin that thus hardens their | 


hearts, andblinds their eyes, ſo that they ate 
incapable of makin ge right] udgment ofthings, 
ntil the holy ſpirit comes and anoints their 
yes with his: eye-ſalve, which makes the 
cales of ignorance and error to drop off, 
rereby they come to ſee things in a truer 


Epen. Going further on [ heard a . 
omplaining in a heart- break ing ſtrain againſt 
hoſe men that had betray 00 him hither, © © 
Damned Soul, I was told ; ſaid he, by . 
5 | | that 
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that I 2 on, and thought could har 
informed me right, that if I ſaid but Lon 
have mercy on me, when I came to die, Would 
be enough to fave me; but O how wretch- 
edly I find myſelf miſtaken, to my eternal 
ſorrow! alas, I called for mercy on my 
death-bed, but found it was too late : This 


curſed Devil here that told me juſt before, 


that I was ſafe enough, then told me it was 
too late; and Hell muſt be my portion, as 
I find it is. | 
Devil. You ſee I told you true at laſt; 
and then you would not believe me. A very 
pretty buſineſs ! is not it, think you? You 
. ſpend your days in the purſuit of fin, ani 
. wallow in your filthineſs, and you would go 
to heaven when you die! Would any but i 
mad man think that would ever do? No, te 
that in good earneſt does intend to go to hes 
ven when he dies, muſt walk in the ways df 
holineſs and virtue while he lives, You ſa 
ſome of your lewd companions told you, thit 
ſaying, Lord have mercy. on you, when yo 
came to die, would be enough: A very fn 
excuſe !: You might have known, if you'l 
| have given your ſelf but leiſure to have real 
the Bible, that without Holineſs, tneve's non 
ſhall fee the Lord! Therefore this is the ſun 
of the matter, you were willing to live 
your fins as long as you could, you No nd 
FEM 1 ö 


leave 8 at t laſt becauſe you did not like 
them, but becauſe you' could follow them 
uld Ino longer: And this you know to be true. 
ch. (And could you have the impudence to think 
to go to heaven with the love of fin in your 


piellbeen warned often enough, that you ſhould 
take heed of being deceived, for God would not be 
mocked, but fuch as you fowed, you ſhould alſo 
reap : SO that you have no reaſon to com- 
plain of any thing but your own folly; which 
aſt; Hou now ſee too late. 

Epen. This lecture of the Deril was a Ve- 
ry cutting one to the poor tormented wretch, 
aid I to my conductor, and contains the true 
aſe of many now on earth, as well as thoſe 


ent do they make in this ſad ſtate, from 
hat they did on carta! 
Angel. The reaſon of that, is, reply d my 
uardian Angel, becaule they won't allow . 
hemſelves to think what the effect of ſin will 
e, nor what an evil it is, whilſt upon earth: 
t is inconſideration is the ruin of ſo many 
houſands, who think not what they are do- 
„ nor whither hey are going till! it is too 
to help it. 
We had not gone much ane before 
e heard another tormenting of himſelf, and 
gravating his own miſery, by reffecting on 


e W In of bleſſed ſouls. Lam. 


heart? No no, no ſuch matter: Vou have 


n Hell. But O what a 74 different judg- 
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Dam. Soul. How brightly, ſaid he, do the 
ſaints in Heaven ſhine in the glory of the di- 
vine image, whilſt I am deformed! And yet 
I was once as Capable of that glory as they; 
had the ſame nature with them, the ſame rea- 
ſon, the intellectual faculties and powers; 
but, O what a prodigious monſter am I now 
become ! That I ſhould hate, and hate eter- 
nally, the eternal excellency : Now fin and 
death are finiſhed upon me: And O how 
yaſt_ is the difference between us! "They have 
the human nature in its moſt exalted beauty 
and perlection; but I, accurſed I, have the 
ſame nature in its utmoſt turpitude and de- 
Pravation ! which renders the compariſon 
unſeakably far more unequal, than that 
would be of the moſt amiable lovely perſon, 
flouriſting in all the 2 and prime of 
youthful ftzength and beauty; with a putre 
fi-d and rotten carcaſe, deformed by the cor 
ruptior of a loathſame grave: Ah, whence 
is this amazing difference but through myMoz 
wiltul and accurſed fin ? It is fin, it is only; 
{in, that has undone me, and brought me here 
to ſutter as the juſt reward thereof, the dread- 
ful vengance of eternal fire. 

Ehen. We were diverted from giving any 
further ear unto theſe ſtinging ſelf-refleRion 
of this poor loſt creature, by ſeeing a va 
number ot tormenting fiends laſhing _ 
1 PA ng auth 


It 
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ſantly a numerous company of wretched fouls | 
with knotted whips of ever-burning ſteel; 
yet I whilſt they roared out with cries ſo very 
vi piercing, and fo lamentable, I thought [4 "2 
ea- WM might have melted even cruelty itſelt into 
rs; ¶ ſome pity. * Which made me ſay to one of 
ov the tormentors, O ſtay your hand, and do 
ter. not uſe ſuch cruelty as this to them who are 
nd your fellow-creatures, and whom perhaps 
ov you have yourſelves betrayed to al thas, mi- 1 
ave ll ſery. | 4 
ty Devil. No (anſwered the. tormentor very "4/9 
the ſmoothly) though we are bad enough, no 
de- ¶ devil ever was as bad as they, nor guilty of 
iſon Wſuch crimes as they have been: For we all 
know there is a God, although we hate him; 
but theſe are ſuch as never could be brought | 
to own (till thay came We that there was 
ſuch a being. 1 
Epen. Then theſe, ig I, are Atheiſts: A 
retched ſort oſ men indeed: and who had 
once like to have ruined me, HAR not Eter- | 
nal Grace prevented it. 
I had no ſooner ſpoke, but one of the tor- 
ented wretches cries out, with a fad mourn- ; 
ul accent, 
Dan.. Soul. Sure 1 ſhould know that\ voice: : 
It muſt be Epenctus.— | 
I was amazod to _ my name mention 
— 8 


au . 2 


. ed, Yes, I am Epenetus; but who are Jou, 


vx to be of my opinion, I am the author of 
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1 F | E ca F one of the 1 crew ; ; Few RON 
being defirous to know who it was, I anfwer 


in that ſad loſt condition, that knows me? 

Dam. Sou. To this the loſt unknown re- 
plied, I was once well acquainted with you 
upon earth, and had almoſt, per ſuaded you 


. that celebrated book, ſo well known by the 
title of Ceurathan, 8 

Kpen. What, the great Hobbs, ſaid 1! 
Are you come 'bither ? Your. voice is ſo 
much changed, I did not know | OT. 

Hobbs. Alas, replied. he, I am that un- 
happy man indeed: But am ſo far from be- 
ing great, that J am one of the moſt wretch- 
ed perſons in all theſe ſooty territories, Nor 
is it any wonder that my voice is changed; 
for I am now changed in my principles, 
| though changed too late to do me any good: 
For ro I know, there is a God: But O! I 


FAY — ——_—c cc. in. 4 


with there were not; for I am ſure he will f 

have. no mercy on me: Nor is there any k 
reaſon that he ſhould: I do confeſs, I was f 
his foe on earth, and now he is mine in hell; C 
where he makes me to, ſuffer all that AL u 
mighty Power can. inflict, or that a creature . y 

is able to ſuſtain. I feel, F feel, to my eter- t 

nal woe, that I am now the ſub: jet of that y 
power once ſo derided : And iti d- 


> is 
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is that wretched confidence I had in my o 
"wiſdom, that has thus betrayed. me. z 

Epen. Y our caſe indeed is miſerable, and N 
'Fet you needs muſt own you ſuffer juſtly, | 


For how induſtrious were you to make pro- 
felytes of others, and ſo involve them in the 


ſame datnnation, None has more reaſon to 
Knew this than I; who had almoſt been ta- 
en in the ſnare, and eriſhed irrecbverably. | 

Hobbs. It is that, fays he, that ſtings me 
to the heart, to think how many perith . 
my means; 1 was afraid, When rt I hea 
your voice, that you had likewiſe been con- 
ſigned to puniſhment. Not that I can wiſh | 
any perſon happy, for it 18 my plague to 
think that any are ſo whilſt I am miſerable; 
but becauſe every ſoul that is brought hither 
through my ſeduRtion, whilſt I was on th, 
doubles my pains in hell. 

Epan. But tell me, for I fain would 151 in- 
formed, and you can do it: Did you indeed | 
believe, when' upon earth, there was no 
God? Could you imagine "that the world 
could make itſelf? And that the creatures 
were the cauſes of their own production! ? Had 
you no ſecret whiſpers in your ſoul, that 
told you it was another made you, and not 
you yourſelf? And had you never any 
doubts about this matter? 1 Np often heard 
it ſaid, when upon earth, though there are 

: 15 7+ many 
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many that profeſs there is no God, there i: 
not one that thinks ſo; and it would be 
W/. trange there ſhould, becauſe there is none 
but carry in their boſam a witneſs For that 


Cod whom they deny. Now you can tell 
= whcther it is ſo or no; and, you have now 


no rea ſon to conceal your ſentiments. 
Hobbs. Nor will I, Epenetus, anſwered he, 
altho' the thoughts thereof ſting me afreſh 
I did at firſt believe there was a God who 
Was that ſovereign ſelf-ſubfiſting power that 
ve a being to all other creatures: But fall- 
ing afterwards to vicious courſes which ren- 
dered me obnoxious to his wrath, I had ſome 
ſecret wiſhes there was none; for it is im- 
Polible to think there is a God, and not 
withal to think him juſt and Tighteous, and 
_ conſequently that he is obliged to puniſh the 
tranſgreſſors of his law: And being, I was 
conſcious to myſelf I lay obnoxious to his 
Juſtice, it made me hate him, and wiſh that 
there was no ſuch being: But ſtill purſuing 


+ the ſame vicious courſes, and finding juſtice 


did not overtake me, I then began to hope 
| there was no God; and from thoſe hopes 
began to frame in my own hreaſt ideas ſuita- 
ble to what I hoped: And having thus, in 
1 y own thoughts, framed a new ſyſtem 0 
the world's -oniginal, excluding thence the 


being of a Deity, I found myſelf ſo fond 0 
„ e =". "97 
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bel theſe new. not:ons, that I at laſt prevailed\ 

ne upon myſelf to give them credit, and then Wl 

hat endeavoured to taſten the belief of them on 

tell others. But before I came to ſuch a height 

ow as this, I do acknowledge that I found ſeve- 
ral checks in my own conſcience for what! 

he, did, and all along ſhould now and then be 

eſh Ml troubled with ſome ſtrange uncaſy thoughts, 

ho IM as if I ſhould not find all right at laſt; which 

that MY 1 endeavoured to put off, as much as in me 

all- lay. And now I find thoſe ehecking thoughts 

en- that might have been of ſervice to me then, 

ome are here the things that moſt of all torment 

im- me. And I muſt own, the love of fin har- 

not dened my heart againſt my Maker, and made 

and Wl me hate him firſt, and then deny his being. 

the Sin, that J hugged ſo cluſe within my boſom, 

was has been the curſed cauſe of all this woe; 

his tlie ſerpent that has ſtung my foul to death: 

that For now I find, maugre my vain philoſophy, 

uing and thoſe new ſyſtems J endeavoured to. 


ſtice trude upon the world, There is a GOD, and 

hope /a 2 Great and Terrible One, I find too now 
opes that God will not be mocked, although it 
uita -Was my daily practice in the world to naock 3 


at Heaven, and ridicule w hat ever things 
pre ſacred, which were the means I uſed to 
pread abroad my curſed notions, and which 
L always found very ſucceſsful, For thoſe _ 
[ could but get to ridicule the Sacred Ora- 
5 M3 cles, 
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Ef cles, always looked upon to be in a fair 
ay to become my diſciples. But now the 
© thoughts thereof are more tormenting to me 
than all the torments I ſuſtain by whips of 
= burning ſteel; For nothing more Es 
= the offended Majeſty of Heaven, than thus 
tio ridicule what he has made ſo awful. 
> FEpen, By that which you have ſaid, it 1s 
ceaſy to diſcern the great malignity of fin 
againſt'the Ever-bleſſed God; from whoſe 
maſt righteous will and law, it is a deviati- 
on. And it was alone your giving way to 
fin, that entailed all your miſeries upon you; 
and doubtleſs, it is a cruel and tormenting 
- thought to think, that what you ſuffer is, 
mwmoſt juſtly. But it is not my deſign to ag- - 
| 5 , gravate your miſeries, only I would atk ano- .« 


tber queſtion, that I would be reſolved: I heard 
- Fourlelf, and others in the ſame condition 
with you, cry out of burning ſteel, and fire, 
and flames, and yet I cannot diſcern it: 
Where there is fire, there muſt be ſome de- 
gree of light; and yet for ought appear to 
me, yodſ are ſtill in utter darkneſs, 

Hoblbg.- O. that I could but ſay, I felt no 
1 y would my torments be, to 


fire! .How'ealy wo 
that which;noxw 1 find them! But out alas 
the fire that we endure; ten thouſand time 
excceds all culinary fire in fierceneſs; ani 
= is of a quite different nature fromit; Whad 
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oſe nat ſo; for though it burns with that tre- 


ati- | mendons. fierceneſs, which none but thoſe 4 
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ait you already well obſerved in one particular, 
he which is, there is no light at all attends it, 
ne as does upon ſuch fire as burn upon earh; 
of | but notwithſtanding all the fire in hell, we 
des are in utter darkneſs, But then the fire you 
ws burn on earth, is of a preying and devouring 
nature; for whatſoever it takes hold of, it 

t is | conſumes to aſhes; and when it meets with | 2 
fin no more fuel, it goes out. But here it is 


to that feel it know. yet does it not conſume, 


du; nor never will: We fhall ever be burning, 2 
ing yet not burned: It is a tormenting, but not 


isa conſuming fire. The fire that is burned 
ag- on earth, id a corporeal fire, and cannot ſeize 
no- on immaterial ſubſtance ; and ſuch are ſouls: 
ard But here the fire ſeizes upon our ſouls, and 


ion puts them into pain ſo exquiſite, and ſo tor- 
fire menting, as cannot be expreſſed. It was 
it: my ignorance of this, when upon earth, that 


de · ¶ made me ridicule the notion of immaterial | 
r to] ſubſtances being burned by fire: Which ere, 


another difference betwixt the fire that burns 


Pleaſe, and quench it when you will: But 
here it is otherwiſe ; this fire is kindled by 


to my o coſt, I find too true. And then 
zus here, and that which burns on earth, is | 
this, that you can, kindle that whenever. 30 X 


the: breath of Heaven, like to a ſtream of 3 
. | wp brim- 
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brimſtone. and it burns for ever; and there. 


fore 1s moſt properly, ſtiled, Fire unquencha. 


bl-; which is here like to be our everlaſting 
portion. And this is what I have to anſwer 

unto the laſt ſad queſtron that ) ou aſked me. 
| Epen, Sad indeed, ſaid TI! See what Al. 
mighty Power can inflict on thoſe that vio- 


late his righteous law! .1 was a making ſome 


farther obſervations on what I heard, when 
the relentleſs fiend, that was before torment: 
ing of them, thus interrupted me: 
Devil. Y on ſee by him what ſort of men 
they were when in the world, and do not 
you think that they deſerve the puniſhment 
they undergo ? 
| Epen. To which I e Doutbleſs 
it is the juſt reward of fin which now they 
_ ſuffer, and which hereafter you ſhall ſuffer 
too; for you, as well as they, have finnet 
azainſt the Ever-blefſed God; ard for your 
| fin ſhall ſuffer the Juſt venceance of eternal 
fire Nor is it in the leaſt any excuſe to ſay, 
you never doubted the being of a God; for 


8 though you knew there was a God, yet you 
. 'D rebelled apainft him ; and therefore {hall bs 


Juſtly puniſhed with everlaſting deſtruction 


$om'the preſence of the Lord, and from the 


glory of His power. 
Devil. To this the fiend replied, Je is is true 
we uo we Wand be N as thou ca 
| e 
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ſaid, but if it be a reaſon why mankind ſhould 


have pity ſhewed them, becauſe they fell 
through the temptations of the devil: it is 


the ſame caſe with me, and all the reſt of the © 2 


Bright Sun of the Morning, to take part 
with him. And therefore, though this ag- 
gravates the crime of Lucifer, it ſhould ex- 
me tenuate that of inferior ſpirits. TDs 
xn Ang. To this my bright Conductor (who 
nt. had not ſpoken to them ſince my coming 
hither) thus replied with a ſtern angry coun- 
wn WF tenance, O, thou apoſtate, wicked, ly in 
not ſpicit!, Canſt thou-affirm thoſe things, 5 
ent g ſee me here? Doſt thou not know it was 
I chy proud heart made thee take part with 
leſs Lucifer againſt the Bleſſed God, who had 


re 

1 

ng 'Y 
ver inferior ſpirits, for we were tempted by the 

ne 2 
Al 

10 


ing of thyſelf in thy own beauty, thou wouldſt 
nt! Mhave been above thy Bleſſed Creator, and fo 
ou! vert ready to take part with Lucifer, and juſtly 
art with him caſt down to hell; and. thy 
ormer. comelineſs and beauty changed to 
hat horrid monſtrous form in which thou 


yOu Wow appeareſt, as the juſt puniſhment of thy I 
be ebellious pride. 2 7 
1 Devil. To this the apoſtate ſpirit only ſaid, 
the 


hy doſt thou thus invade our territories, 


ime ? And when he had ſaid this, he flunk Þ 


— 


Pu 7 : \ 
* * 5 


hey created i hee a glorious creature? But prid- "i 


nd come here to torment. us before our 
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away, as if he. durſt not Ray to have an an. 
fer. fre; 1 2 8 
.  Epen. The fiend being gone, I ſaid to my 
Conductor, ſomething I have already heard 
about the fall of the apoſtate angels, but 
have a great deſire to be informed an the pat IE 
ticulars thereof more fully. 
Ang. To this my Guardian Angel anſwer- 
ed me, When thou ſhalt once have put oli, 
thy mortality, and be tranflated to the Blel-W 
Hed ade, there thou ſhalt know ſuch thing 
as now thou canſt not apprehend, * And 
therefore in thy preſent ſtate, deſire not to b 
wiſe above what is written. It is enough tc 
* know the angels ſinned, and for their fin 
- were'caſt down to hell. But how pure ſpi 
Tits ſhould have a thought rife in their heart 
= againſt the Eternal Purity that firſt create 
them, is what thou art not capable of com 
Prehending now. The angelic ſpirits art 
Free agents all, created ſo by the Almighty 
who loves to have a free and willing ſervic 
offered him by all his creatures; and thij 
the Sacred Oracles informs you, is called 
Reaſonable Service ; and angels had a time fe 
| their probation, even in Heaven, as well a 
Adam ad in Paradife, and like him w: 
| created in a poſſibility of falling; but as th 
fall of Adam was repaired by the great pr 
mie of the bleſſed Meſtah, fo all thoſe ble 
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ſed { hits, Pies kept Weir ſtation in the great | 


an. ¶ dęſection of the apoſtate angels, are; through 
the wondrous grace of the Meftiah, confirm / 
myſed therein for ever; that he might be the 


ard 
but 
Par- 


cad of angels too, as well as men ; and have. in 


Eternal Son of God. But you have ſeen 
enough in theſe black realms of miſery and 
„0e, fo ſhew the glory of Eternal Juftice 
hich, even the damned pirits own to be fo. 


ing ein which the bodies of, the dead ſhall riſe: - 
Antnd be united to their ſouls again, and then 
4 ppear before the Judgment: ſeat, there is 

Th iQ 


one of theſe black ſouls but will plead guil- 
y, and juſtify the judgment of 22 — amnation, 
hat they ſhall chen hear God Progounee a- 
en I: oe RY METS ſaid I. that all of 
hem complain moſt of: the torment that ariſes, 
om their own ſenſe of guilt, which juſtifies. 


ghtyſhhe : juſtice of the puniſhment. This gloomy; 
rvieſriſon is the beſt. glaſs to behold. fin, in 15 
thyWoſt proper colours ; for. were there, not the, 
led iMreateft malignity in fin, it would not be re- 

ie f arded with ſo extream a puniſhment, 2 
ell Angel. Your” inference is very natural; 
vai there is yet a better glaſs than this, to ſpe, 


e juſt demerits due to fin : And that is by 
* to en * bleſſed 5 1 
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all things the preeminence, as well becomes. the. | 


Lor when that great deciding, ay fnall come, 2 


> 


ter lamentations urged; that when ſalvation 
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God upon the Croſs: There we may ſee the 


dire effectz of ſin: There we may ſee its true 
malignity. For all the fufferings of the 
damned here, are but the ſufferings of crea- 
tures ſtill; but on the Croſs you ſee a ſuffer. 


* ing God. 


Epen. Surely ſaid I, juſtice and mercy 
did never ſo triumph and kiſs each other as 
in that fatal hour. For juſtice here was ful- 
ly ſatisfied in the juſt puniſhment of fin; and 
mercy ee and was pleaſed becauſe 
hereby ſalvation for poor ſinners was effected. 
And O eternal praifes to his holy name for 
ever, that by his grace has made me willing 


to accept of this ſalvation, and thereby to be- 


come an heir of glory; for I remember ſome 
of thoſe loſt wretches here have in their bit- 


has been offered them, they refuſed it. It 
was therefore grace alone that helped me to 

| accept it. My ſhining guardian told me 
| hereupon, that he muſt now conduct me to 
the carth again, and leave me there to wait 
Voith faith and patience, till my expetel 
happy change ſhould come. And addet 
= likewiſe, that it would be my wiſdom to re 
| tain always ſach a due ſenſe of my own un- 
worthnieſs; for to be vile in my own eyes, 
_—_ would make me precious in the fight of God: 
And that] ſhould not take that caution ill 
RR | | becauls 


CM 


CO 
4 


* 8 2. 82 5 


0 2 — AX | * mais ws „* "ESR ** 


* 


52 I 


Wen of HL 145 


le | becauſe the enemy of ſouls is readieſt with 
je temptations to puff up thoſe who have had 
ie great diſcoveries and revelations of the mind 
a- ef God, for there is nothing that the Devil 
r- aims at more, than to deſtroy thoſe who are 
I moft dear to God: And though he ever fails _ 
cy in his attempts, he is unwearied ſtill in his 
as £ erideavours; and oftentimes prevails 'fe far 
ul- ¶ againſt them, as'to perſuade'them'to commit 
nd NN 1hoſe ſins, Which makes them afterwards go 
uſe Þ mourning to their grave... 
ed. I gare him thanks fer the good counſel ke . 
for ¶ bad given me; andtold/bim I ſhould be much 
ing wanting to myſelf, if I ſhould not accept it 
as the greateſt kindneſs he could ſhew me. 


be · 
"me Come tlien, ſaid he, and let us leave theſe 
bit- realms of woe and horror to the poſſeſſion of 
tion heir black inhabitants, And in a very little 
It pace of time, I found myſelf on earth again, 
e tod in that very place were I dẽſigned to 
| meſ{ave committed that black ſin of being my. 
e to hen murderer, overcome by the temptations 


f the devil, who had perſuaded me there was 
o Ged, as is in the beginning of the book 


ither, I am not at all able to determine. 
\s ſoon as I was by the bank that I before 
ad ſat on, the bright Appearance, by whom 41 
had been all along conducted, ſaid to mam: 
Arg. Now, Epenetus, you know where yon 


lated. But what way it was that I came 
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Pralle him chat fits upon 2 throne for over, 
ho has all power m heaven, earth and hell, 
Tor all the uondrrr of his love and go ace, 
Tat ſie has ee 2 a. ſpaer. 
Apen. As I was goi o reply to him, my 
bright Conductor Bla WOOD and] Was leſt 
alone. And having — ſome time conſider- 
ed of the amazing viſions I had ſcan, and of 
the wonderous things that I had heard, 1 
fearce believed I was again on earth; nor 
did I know what time it was I had been ab- 
ſent. And then reſolving to return to my 
= own habitation, I firſt kneeled down and 
_ prayed that I might never loſe a lively ſenſe 
of all thoſe wonderous things that had been 
| ſhewn me; and then roſe up again, Nenn 
and praiſing God for all his goodneſs, a 
much admiring at his wonderous grace and 
_ condeſcenfion., | 
Being zatumed unte y houſs,! my faw 
1 Sees 
= as if they ſcarce had known me. 
ei: abel them what the meaning was, 0 | 
their unuſual admiration? 
a ; They anſwered, It was the alteration i 
1 ray viſage that had cauſed it, 
1 In what eres; Aid] Nute, 
| E | ard ſo! : "The 
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* told me, Yeſterday m | looks were 
ey ddt bd caſt down, 1 Ka. | i 
17 e image Uf deſpair; But now in 
face appeared abundantly more beautiful. and _ 
carried all the marks of perfect] joy and ſaliſ- 
e faction 1 in. 
m Tf you had ſeen, ſaid I. what Tha ſeen 
to-day, you would not wonder at the change 
= ſee. Then going into-my cloſer, I togk _ 
* pen and ink, e e n i | 
I, I had heard and ſees, declarmg the whole 
viſions from the fift to laſt: And then ſub- 
joined to it the Poems followin g on Heaven 
and Hell. All which I hope may have the 
ame effect on thoſe that read them, as 8 
ad on me in ie them. 
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ever, amen. 
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: A prosrzer of Heaven 
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Tir, is a land of 515 delight... 

Where ö 3 
Infinite day cxcludes the night, | 
And pleaſures baniſh . | 


” a. 


There everlaſting f-ring bales: 
And never-withering flowers; 

Death, like a narrow ſea, divides - 
This heavenly land from ours. 


= Sweet fields, beyond ihe f fvelling flood. 
= Stand dreſs'd in living green, 

So to the Jews Old Canaan food, 
ED While Jordan roll d between. 


4 


* But neren mortals ſtart and fheink 
= . To croſs this narrow ſea, 
And linger ſhivering on the brink, 

And fear to launch away. 


- Cow'd we but climb where Moſes Rood, | 
| And view een, o'er; 3 


„„ 4 Pojpet of Bt 
Not Jordi iiream, - -norDeath's ; cold food, 
Shou'd mY us. from the ſhore.” | 


1 FN. — ba . "Le 


Pure are the joys. had hs y, 4 4.0 
- And all the regions peace, e 

| No wanton lips nor envious eye 

NI Can ſee or taſte che bliſs, | 


CF 


There fhall we Wy the Saks ere . 
In their own glorious forms; 
And wonder why our ſouls did love . 
To dwell with mortal worms, US" A 


Soon miokis that 3 en ard; appear, > 
l Wben we ſhall dwell above; 
And ſtand and bow among. them there, 
Thy glory 1 r "Oe, - 17 
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WInn ls fear and hombie ſong, 
OY The dreadful God adore; . | 
Rerrence and awe begome the ne, 9 
That ſ peaks his dreadful Poet. 45 5 by 2 
en 
Fear in the. deep wereGdarknels dwells, 42 
Great horror and deſpair; ,. r 
Juſtice has built a diſmal hell, MW 
And ored up RIS there. 
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Þ Riornal pl ts arid heayy chin,” Op 
5 reader and ce - 6 
Satan darts forth immortal pains, 


On wretched duma dals. 0 . . | 


There Satan, 45 Ae be, , , 
Roars, bites his imn bands; ES 
In vain the rebel ftrives to riſe, - 
| r weighty aud. 
There guilty g Holla, of Adatw's race.” 

" Shrick « out, 2th;:his rod; 1 
Once they cou'd ſcorn a Saviour? 85 grace; 


Z Aoi guey daranyry d. xp: 1 


Vaſt bel mot bt n 
And darkneſs makes their an 


1 —.— n er IEN ae the 9 crys. 


* an Abit and a ua Wel be 


3 For their old guilt atonęs; 


Nor tlie 'compaſten' Gf à EE EN 7 
-- Ihe Shall heathen to their bote, e 
1 1 15 20 3 . ts ag 


oh!. Wretebeed de Sales erf. 
o ſee their God remove, 8 
A0 kk cit doteful 0 lon 2 2 91 
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